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ADV ERTISEMENT* 



J^R. JOHN DYER was bofrt iri 
Carmartbenfliire, and educated at 
Weftminfter fchooL His father, an attor- 
ney of great prafticc and reputation, in- 
.tended to introduice this his fecond fon in- 
to his own bufmefs: but his genius led 
him a difierent way ;, befides his early taftc 
for Poetry, he had a paffion no lefs ftfong 
for the Arts of DeHgn ; and he determined 
to make Panting hk profefiion« 

With thi« view he made the voyage of 
Italy, where befides the ufual ftudy of the 
reipains of Antiquity, and the works of 
the great Matters, he frequently fpcnc 
whole d;^ys in the country about Rome 
and Fbrence, Iketching tliofe pittorcfque 
proifjcfts with facility and fpirit- Images 
from hence naturally tranfported them* 
fclvs^jntohis Poetical Compofitions. The 
' ' * . . A a .' principal 
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iv At)VERTISEMENT. 

principal beauties of the Ruins pf Rome 
are perhaps of this kind, and the. various 
landfcapes in the Fleece have been parti- 
cularly admired. 

On his return to England, he foon 
found, he could not relifti a town life,: nor 
fubmit to the affiduity required m his pro- 
feflion: his talent indeed was rather for 
Sketching than Finifhing. So he content- 
edly fat down in the country with his little 
fortune, painting now and thfn a Portrait 
or a Landfcape, as his fancy led him. 

As his turn of mind was rather ferious, 
and his conduft had been irreproachable, 
he very 'properly followed the opinion of 
his friends, who advifed him to enter into 
Orders. And after fome time fpent upon 
a fmall cure in Warwicklhire, his worthy 
charafter, and the merit of his Poetical 
Performances, recommended Jiim to the 
notice of the Ld. Chancellor Hardwxcke, 
who prefented him fucceflively to the rec- 
tprics of Belchford and Kerkby in Lin- 
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ADVERTISEMENT. v 

colnfhire; as did Sir John Heathcote 
jto that of Coningfby in the fame county. 
Upon this latter preferment he refided till 
the end of 1757, when a confumptive diT- 
order, with which he had long ftruggled, 
carried him off at laft in the 59th year of 
his age. 

His character as a Writer has been freed 
by the following pieces publrflied by him- 
felf, and now firft coUedled: wherein a 
Poetical Imagination perfeftly original, a 
Natural Simplicity, connefted with and 
often produftive of the True Sublime, and 
the warmed fen time nts of Benevolence and 
Virtue, have been univerfally taken notice 
of. As a Member of Society, the fame 
Simplicity appeared in his Manners, joined 
with a liberal turn of Thinking, which 
feldom foUicited a Favor, and never loft 
^ Friend. 



A 3 POEMS. 

Digitized by VnOOQ IC 



dbyGoogk 



dbyGoogk 




byGoogk 



P O E M S. 

B y 
JOHN DYE R, LX.B^ 



G RON GAR HILL, 

SILENT Nymph, with curious eye I 
Who, thi purple ev'ning, lie 
On the mounts^in's lonely van. 
Beyond the noife of bufy man. 
Painting fair the form of things. 
While the yellow linnet fings j 
Or the tuneful nightingale 
Charms the foreft with her talc 5 
Come with all thy various hues. 
Come, and aid thy fifter Mufe ; 
Now while Phcebus riding high 
Qiyes luftre to the I^d ^nd Iky ! 

Grongar 
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10 GRONGAR HILL; 

Grongar Hill ii^vkes my fbfig. 

Draw the landfkip bright and ftroDg { 

Grongar, in whofe mofly cells 

Sweetly muiing Quiet dwells ; 

Grgi|ga% in whoft fiknt fiiade» 

For the modeft Mufes made, 

Sooftlhatre, the evening ftiD, 

At the fountain of a rill^ 

Sate upon a flow'ry bed. 

With my hand beneath my head ; 

While ftray'd my eyes o'er Towy*« flood| 

Over mead, and over wood. 

From houfe to houfe, from hill to biU^ 

^Till Contemplation had her filU 

About his chequer'd fides I w'mif 
And leave bis brooks and mcsids bebin^t 
And groves, and grottoes where I lay^ 
And viftoes (hooting beams of day ; 
Wide and wider fpreads the ysde^ . 
As circles on a fmooth cans^ * 
The -mountains rounds uiihappyfatel 
l^ooner or later, of all height, 

4 Witbdn^V 
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GRONGAR hill; ii; 

Withdraw their foaamits from the ikies. 
And leflen as the others rife : 
Still the profpc£t wider fpreads^ 
Adds a thoufand woods and meads. 
Still it widens, widens flill, . 
And fii^ks the newly-riien hill. 

Now, I gain the mountain's brow^ 
What a landfkip lies belo^ ! 
No clouds, no vapours intervenej 
But the gay, the open fceno 
Poes the face of nature £bow, 
Jn all the hues of heaven's bow. ! 
And, fwelling to embrace thq ligbt> 
Spreads around beneath the Oght* . ' 

Old caftles on the cliffs arife^ 
Proudly tow'ring in the fldesj .... ♦ 
Rufhing from the woods, tbf? ilpirci. 
Seem from hence afccn^ii^ fir^O 
Half his beams Apollo (beds ; - 
On the yellow mount^in^he^ds j 
Gijds the fleeces of the flocks ; 
And glitters on the broken rocks I 

Betow 
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IX GRONGAR HILL; 

B^^Iow me trees unnumber'd rife. 
Beautiful in vai-fous dyes : 
The gIoon;iy pine, the poplar blue. 
The yellgw beech, the fable yew, 
The flender fir, that taper grows. 
The fturdy oak with broad-fprcad boughs. 
And beyond the purple grove. 
Haunt of Phillis, queen of love ! 
Gaudy as the opening dawn. 
Lies a long sind level la^n 
On which a dark hill, fteep and high. 
Holds and charms the wand Ving eye ! 
Deep are his feet in Towy's flood, 
Hts fides are cloathM with waving wood, 
And ancient towers crown his brow. 
That caft an aweful look below J 
Whofc ragged walls the ivy creeps. 
And with her arms from falling keeps ; 
So both a fafety from the wind 
On mutual dependence find. 

*Tis now the raven's bleak abode ; 
Tis now th' apartment of the toad ; 
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GRONGAR HILL. 13 

And there the fox fecurely fecis ; 
And there the pois'nous adder breeds 
ConcealM In ruins^ mofs and weeds ; 
While, ever and anon, there falls 
Huge heaps of hoary moulder'd walls. 
Yet time has feen, that lifcs the low. 
And level lays the lofty brow. 
Has kcii this broken pile compleat, 
Big with the vanity of ilate; 
But tranfient is the fmile of fete ! 
A little rule, a little fway, 
A fun beam in a winter's day. 
Is all the proud and mighty have 
Between the cradle and the grave* 
And fee the rivers how they run, 
. Thro' 'woods and meads, in (hade and fuii» 
Sometimes fwift, fometimes flow. 
Wave fucceeding wave, they go 
A various journey to the deep. 
Like human life to endlefs fl.eep I 
Thus is nature's vefture wrought. 
To inftru^ our wand'ring thougl^tj r > 
4 • Thus 
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14 GRONGAR HILL; 

Thus (be dreiles green and gay^ 
To difperfe our cares away* 

Ever charming, ever new^ 
When will the landfkip tire tbe^ view ! 
The fountain's fall, the river's flow^ 
Thq woody valUos, warm and low ; 
The windy fummit, wild and high, 
Koughly rufhiag on the iky ! 
The pleafant feat^ the ruinM tovr'r, 
The naked rock, the (hady bowV; 
The town and village, dome and fiirm^ 
Each give each a double charm^ 
As pearls upon ai\ ^tbiop's arm. 

See on the mountain's foutbem fide^ 
Where the profpeA opttis wide, 
Wh^re the evening gilds the tid« ; 
How clofe and fmall the hedges lie ! 
What ftreaks .of meadows cro& Aeeye ! 
A ftep methinks may pafs the ftream^ 
So little diftant dangers feem ', 
So we nuftake the future's face^ 
Ey'd tbro' hope's deluding glafs i 

• As 
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GRONGAR HILL. 15 

A$ yon fummits foft and fair 
Clad in colours of the air^ 
Which to thofe who journey near. 
Barren, browt^ and rough appear j 
Still we tread the fame coarfe way^ 
The present's flill a cloudy iday* 

O may I with myfelf agr«e». 
And never covet what I fee : 
Content me with an humble ibade^ 
^y paffions tam'd, my wi(hes laid | 
For while our wiibes wildly roll» 
We baniih quiet from th^ foul ; 
^Tis thus the bufy beat the air ; 
And mifers gather wealth and care. 

Now, ev*n now, my joys run high. 
As on the mountain- turf I lie ; 
While the wanton Zephyr fings. 
And in the vale perfumes his wings ; 
While th€ waters murmur deep j 
While the fhepherd charms hl^ (beep ; 
While the birds unbounded fly. 
And with muTick fill the iky, 
Npw, ev'n now, my joys run higb. 



} 
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i5 GRONGAR HILL. 

Be full, ye courts, be great who will ; 
Search for Peace with all your fkill :^ 
Open wide the lofty door. 
Seek her on the marble floor. 
In vain you fearcb, fbe is not there ; 
In vain ye fearch the domes of care ! 
Grafs and flowers Quiet treads. 
On the meads, and mountain-heads. 
Along with Pleafure, clofe ally'd. 
Ever by each other's fide : 
And often, by the murmuring rill. 
Hears the thruih, while al] is ftill. 
Within the groves of Grongar Hill. 



} 
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THE 

RUINS O F R O M E. 

A P O E M. 

Jfpice murdrum moles^ praruptaque faxa^ 
Obrutaqui horrenti vajla tbeatrajiiu : 

Hacjuni Roma. ViderC velut ipfa cadaver a tantm 
Vrbis adhucfpirent imperiofa minas ? 

Janus Vitalis. 

ENOUGH of Gronjgar, and the flia^y da!c« . 
Of winding Towy, Merlin's fabled haunt 
I ,^&tf>g i/igloriQu$. Now the love of a^s^ 
And what in inetsd or in ftone remains 
Of proud antiquity^ tLhrp' various realms 
And various languages and jiges iigim'dy 
Bears me remote^ o'er Gallia's woody hoi^nds^ 
O'er the dpi*d-pic;rciuxg Alps remote j btyond . 
The vale of Arno purpled with the vine> 

B a Beyond 
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40 RUINS OF ROME, 

beyond the Utnbrian apd Etrpfcan hills» 
To Latium's wide champain, forlorn and wafie^^ 
Whd|-e yellow Tiber hia ncglefled wave 
Mournfully rolls. Yet once again, my Mufe, 
Yet once agajn, and foar a loftier fligh( 3 
Lo the refifilefs theme, imperial Rome. , 

Fall'n, fall'n^ a filent heap ; her heroes all 
Sunk in their urns j behold the pride of pomp^ 
The throne of nations fall'n j obfcur'd in duft ; 
Ev-n yet majeftical : the folemn fcene 
Elates the fouly while now the rifing fun 
Flames on the ruins in the purer air 
Towering aloft, upon the glittering plain. 
Like broken rocks, a vaft circumference ; 
Rent palaces, crufh'd columns, rifled moles, 
Fanes roll'tl on fanes, and tombs on buried tombs. 

Deep lies in duft the Theban obelifc 
Immenfe along the wafte j minuter art, 
Gliconian forms, or Phidian, fubtly fair, 
O'erwhelming ; as th' immenfe Leviathan 
The finny brood, when near lerne's fhore 
Put-ftretchM, unwicldly, bis ifland length appears 

Above 
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RUINS (3F ROME, it 

Above the foamy flood: Globofe and huge, 

Grey-mould'ring temples^ fwell, and wide o'ercaft 
,1 'I 

The folitary landfcape, hills and woodsy 

And boundlefs .wilds j while the vine-mantled brow9 

The pendent goats unveil, regardlefs they 

Of hourly peril, though the clefted domes 

Tremble to every wind. The pilgrim oft 

At dead of night, 'mid his oraifon hears 

Aghaft the voice of time, difparting tow'rs^ 

Tumbling all precipitate down-dafh'd. 

Rattling around j loud tbund'ring to the Moon | 

While murmurs footh each aweful interval 

Of ever- falling waters ) fhrouded Nile % 

Eridapus, and Tiber with his twins. 

And palmy Euphrates ; they with dropping locks^ 

Hang o'er their urns, and mournfully among 

The plaintive-echoing ruins pour their ilreams^ 

Yet here advent'rous in the facred fearch 
Of ancient arts, the delicate of mind^ 
Curious and modefl, from all climes refort. 
Grateful fociety I with thefe I raife 

* Fountaitts at Rome adorned with thefiaiues oftbofe rivers* 

B 3 The 



dbyGoogk 



22 RUINS OF ROME. 

The tcilfome ftcp up the proud Palatin, 
Through fpiry cyprefs groves, and towering pine. 
Waving aloft o'er the big ruins brows. 
On numVous arehes reared ; and frequent flopped. 
The funk ground ftartles me with dreadful chafm. 
Breathing forth darknefs from the vaft profound 
Of ifles and halls, within the mountain's womb. 
Nor thefe the nether works ; all thefe beneath. 
And all'beneath the vales and hills around. 
Extend the cavern'd fewers, mafly, firm. 
As the Sibylline grot befide th6 dead 
Lake of Avernus; fuch the fewers huge, 
, Whither the great Tarquihian genius dooms 
Each wave im{)ure ; and proud with addeti rains, 
Hiark how the mighty bil!6\^s lafli their taults, 
And thunder ; how they heave their rocks in vaiA t 
Th6ugh now inceffant time has rbird arouitd 
A thou&nd vi^intcrs o'er the changeful world. 
And yet a thbufand fince, thMhdignant floods 
Roar loild ih their firm bounds, and dafh and fwelf. 
In vain ; conveyed to iTiber'sTovveft'wave. 
HenCe oVer airy plains, by cryftal founts, 

2 That 
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feUINS OF ROMK 23 

^hat weave their ^tt'ring waves with tuneful l3pft> 
Among the Ileeky pebbles, agate clear^ 
Cerulean ophite^ and the flow'ry vein 
Of orient jafper^ pleas'd I move along^ ^ 

And rafes bofs'dj apd huge infcriptive ftones. 
And intermingling vines ; and figured nymphs^ 
Flora's and Chloe^s of delicious mouldy 
Chearing the darknefs ; and deep empty tombs^ 
And dells, and mould'ring ftrines, with old decay 
Ruftick and green and wide-embow*ring (hades^ 
Shot from the firooked clefts of nodditig tow'rs, 
A folemU wilderneft ! With error fweet, 
I wind the lingVaigftep^ wbere-e'er the path 
Mazy condu£is me^ which the vulgar foot 
,0'er fculpture5 maim'd has made; Anuhis^ Sphinx^ 
Idols of antique guife^ and horned Pady 
TerrMck, mdnftcouii (ha{»es ! prfspoft'rous Gods^ 
Of Fear and Ign'rance^ by the fculptor's band 
Hewn into form, and worihip'd ; as ev'n now 
Blindly they worihip at their bJ^eathlefs oiau(hs ^ 

fc Several JIafues of tbs Pagan gods have bifn cmvertei 

B4 In 
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14- ROINS OF ROME: 

^In varied appellations : men to thefe 
(From depth to depth in darkening error falKn) 
At length afcrib'd th* Inapplicable Name. 
VHow doth it pleafe and fill the memory 
With deeds of brave renown, while on each hanJ 
Hiftorick urns atnd breathing ftatues rife. 
And fpeaking bufts ! Sweet Scipio, Marius ftern, 
Pompcy fuperb, the fpirit-ftirring form 
Of Caefar raptur'd with the charm of rule 
And boundlefs fame ; impatient for exploits. 
His eager eyes upcaft, he foars in thought 
Above all height : and his own Brutus fee, 
Defponding Brutus, dubious of the right. 
In evil days, of faith, of publick weal 
:£olicit6us and fad. Thy next regard 
Be TuUy's graceful attitude ; upraised, 
Hif out-flretchM arm he waves, in a£t to fpeak 
Before the filent mafters of the world, 
And eloquence arrays him. There behold 
Prepared for combat in the front of war 
. The pious brothers j jealous Alba ftands 
In fearful expectation of the ftrife, 

4, . And 



dbyGoogk 



iitJINS OF ROME. 25 

And youthful Rome intent : the kindred foeii 
Fall on each other'js neck in filent tears i 
In forrowful benevolence embrace— 
' However they foon unflieath the flafhing fword^ 
Their country calls to arms ; now all in rain 
The mother clafps the knee, and ev*n the fair 
Now weeps in vain } their country calls to arms. 
Such virtue Clelia, Cocles, Manlius, rous*d $ 
Such were the Fabii, Decii ; fo infpir'd 
The Scipio's battled, and the Gntcchi fpoke : 
So rofe the Roman ftate. Me now, of thefe 
Deep-mufing, high ambitious thoughts inflame 
Greatly to ferve my country, diftant lind. 
And build me virtuous fame ; nor ihall the duft ' 
Of thefe fall'n piles with ihew of fad decay 
Avert the good refolve, mean argument. 

The fate alone of matter. ^Now the brow 

• Wegainenraptur'd j beauteoufly diftin£t ^ 
The numerous porticos and domes upfwell. 
With obelifcs and columns interpos'd, , 

« From the Palatin bill me fees moft of the remarhahle 
imtiquUies, 

And 
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s And psne, aod fir, and oak : lb fair a fcene 
Sees not the dervife from the fpiral tomb 
Of ancient Chamtnos, whik bU eye behdds 
Proud Memphis' reliques o'er th* jSgyptian plain i 
Kor boary hermit from Hymettus* brow. 
Though graceful Athene, in the vale beneadi. 
Aloi% the windings of the Mufe^s ftream^ 
iiucid DyifiiSi weeps her filent fchools^ 
And groves^ iinvtiited by bard or (age*' 
Amid the tow'ry ruins, huge, fupreoie, 
Th' enomoos Amphitheatre behold^ 
MoQlit^iiOHS pik r Q*tr whofe capacious womb 
Pours the broad firmament tts varied Ught ; 
While ftDtt Ae csntral floor the fisats afcennd 
Round aboife round, flow-wid'mng to the vergse^ 
' A circuit vaft and high; nor Ie& had held 
Imperial Rome, and her attendaiit feaims, 
When drunk with rule iiae wiiFd the &efoe deltglit^ 
And op*d the gfeemy caverns, whence ovtHTuik'd 
Before th* innittneiaUe fliouting crowd . 
The fiery, madded, tyrants of the wild^, 
Irions and tigers, wolves and clephant^^ 

And 
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And defp'ratc teen, more fell. AbhoFr'd intent ! 
By frequent converfe with famiKar death. 
To kindle brutll daring apt for war j 
To lock the breaft, and fteel th* obdurate heart 
Amid the piercing cries df fore diftrefs 

Impenetrable. But away thine eye ; 

Bdiold yon ftcepy cliff; the modern pile 
Perchance may now delight, while that, rever'd* 
In ancient days, the page alone declares. 
Or narrow coin through dim casrulean ruft. 
The fane Was Jove*s, Its fpacious golden Jioof, 
O'er thick-furrounding temples beaming wide, 
Appear'd, as when above the morning hills 
Half the round fun afcends ; and towVd aloft, 
Suftain'd by cohimns huge, innumerous 
As cedars proud on Canaan's verdant heights 
Darkening their idols, when Aftarte lur'd 
Too profp*roi^ Ifrael from his living ftrengfli* 

And next regard yon venerable dome. 
Which virtuous Latium, with erroneous aim, 
Rais'd to her various deities, and nam'd 

* ibe CapiioL 

Pantheons 
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t8 RUINS OF ROME. 

Pantheon ; plain and round ; of this our world 

Majeftick emblem j with peculiar grace. 

Before its ample orb, projected ftands 

The many-pillar'd portal : nobleft work . 

Of human (kill : here, curious architect. 

If thou ailay'ft, ambitious, to furpafs 

Palladius, Angel us, or Britifli Jones, 

Qn thefe fair walls extend the certain fcale. 

And turn th' in(tru£live compafs : careful mark 

How far in hidden art, the noble plain 

Extends, and where the lovely forms commence. 

Of flowing fculpture : nor neglect to note 

t ... 

How range the taper columns, and what weigh! 

Their leafy brows fuftain : fair Corinth firft 

Boafled theit order which Calliraachua 

(Reclining ftudious on Afopus' banks 

Beneath an urn of fome lamented nymph) 

Haply, composed ; the urn with foliage curl'dl 

Thinly concealM, the chapiter informed. 

See the tall obelifcs from Meniphis old. 

One ftone enormous each, or Thebes convey^ ^ 

Like Albion's fpires they rufbinta the fkies. 

And 
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And there the temple^ where the fummon'd ftate * 
In deep of night convened : ev'n yet methinks 
The vehement orator in rent attire 
Perfuafion pours, ambition finks her creft ; 
And lo the villain, like a troubled fea. 
That tofies .up her mire! Ever difguis'd. 
Shall tres^bn walk ? fliall proud oppreffion yoke 
The neck of virtue ? Lo the .wretch, abafh'd, 
Sclf-betray'd Catiline ! O Liberty, 
Parent of happinefs, celeftial born ; 
When the firft man became.a living foul. 
His facred genius thou ; be Britain's care ; 
With her fecure, prolong thy lov'd retreat ; 
Thence blefs mankind ; while yet apiong her fons, 
£v'n yet thc^re are, to (hield thine equal laws, 
Whofe bofoms kindle at thp facred names 
Of Cecil, Raleigh, Walfingham and Drake, 
^ay .others more delight ip tunefu) airs ; 
In mafque and dance excel ; to fculptur'd ftone 
Give with fuperior fkill the living look ; 

« The temple of Concord, wbere tbefenaUmet on CattUne"* 
€onJpirarf» 

More 
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|o RUINS OF ROME; 

More pompoos piles trcSty or pencil foft 
With warmer touch the vSConarjr board : 
But thou, thy noUer Britons teach to ruie ; 
To check the ravage of tjrrannick fway ; 
To quell the proud ^ to fpiead (lie joys of peace^ 
And various bleffings of ingesttoos trade. 
Be tlicfe our arts $ and ever may we guards 
JEvcT defend tbee With undaunted heart* 
Ineftimable good { ^o giv% us Truth, 
Whofe hand upleads to light, divineft Truth, 
Array'd in cy'rycharm : whofe hand benign 
Teaches unwearied toil to clothe the fields. 
And on his various fruits infcribes tbe name 
Of Property : O noWy haiiy of oM 
By thy majejR:tck daughters, Judab &ir^ 
And Tyrus and Sidonia, lovely nymphs. 
And Libya bright, and ^l-^nchi^n^ing Greece, 
Whofe numerous towns qnd ifles, and peopledieas, 
Rqoic'd around her lyre $ th^ heroic «iote 
(Smit with fubltme delight) Attfonia qaugbt, 
^d plan'd imperial Rome. Thy hand benjga 
^e^r'd up be^ tow'ry battlements in ftrength $ 

Bent 
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Bent her wide bridges o'er the fwcHing (beam 
Of Tufcan Tiber ; thine thofe (blemn domes 
pevoted to the mce of humbler pray V $ 
And thine thoie pijes undeck'd» capacious^ vaft^ ' 
In days of dearth where tender Charity 
pifpens'd bo: timely fiiccours to the poor* 
Thine too t|iofe mufi€al]y*-falling founts 
To fldke^b^ clammy lip $ adown they fidl^ 
Muficfal ever i while fpom yon blue hills 
Dim in the clouds, the radiantaqueduds 
Turn their innumer^le arches o'er 
The fpacious defeit, bright'ning in the iafl^ 
Proud and more pfoud in their auguft .approach ^ 
High o'er irriguous vides and woods and tbwns^ 
Glide the foft whifpering wztcrs in the wind^ 
And heie tknfjLed pour their CiAwet ftreams 
Among the figttrM rocks, in murm'ciog fidls, 
^litfitjd erer« Thefe thy beauteous worki ; 
And what befide felicity could ttU 
Pf human benefit : more late the reft | 

■ ' At 
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At various times their turrets cfaanc'd to rife, ' 

When impious tyranny vouchfafd to fmile. 

Behold by Tybcr's flood, where modern Rome « 
Coiurhcs beneath the ruins : there of old 
With arms and trophies gleam'd the field of Mars : 
There to their daily fports the noble youth 
Rulh'd emulous ; to fling the pointed lance ; , 
To vault, the fteed ; or with the kindling wheel 
In dufty whirlwinds fweep the trembling goal ; 
Orwrcftling, cope with adverfc fw^lUng brcafts. 
Strong grappling arms, clofe heads and diftant fipe(; 
Or clafb ^e lifted gauntlets : there they formM 
Their ardent virtues : in the bofly piles. 
The proud triumphal arches ; all their wars, 
Theic conquefis, honours, in the fculptures live. 
And fee from ev'ry gate thofe ancient roads. 
With tombs high vergM, the folemn paths of Fame ; 
Deferve.they not regard ? O'er whofe broad flints 
Such crowds have roird, fo many ftorms of war j . 
So many poif ps ; fo many wond'ring realms : ^ 

t Modem Rome ftimdi chhfy on the old Campus Marthts, 
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Yet ftill thro' mountains picrc'd, o'er yallics rais'd. 
In even (tate, to diftant feas around^ 
They ftretch their pavements. Lo the hnt of Peace^ 
Built by that prince» who to the truft ofpow'r ^ 
Was boneft, the delight of human kind. 
Three nodding ifles remain j the reft an heap 
Of fand and weeds | her fhrines^ her radiant roofs^ 
And columns proud, that from her fpacious floor^ 
As from a fhining fca, majeftick rofe 
An hundred foot aloft, like ftately beech 
Around the brim of Dion's glaily lake^ 
Charming the mimick painter : on the walls 
Hung Salem's facred fpoils ) the golden boards 
And golden trumpets, now conceal'di entomb'd 
By the funk roof.«— 0*er which in diftant view 
Th' Etrufcan mountains fweU, with ruins crowned 
Of ancient towns ; and blue Sorade fpires, 
Wrappbg his fides in tempefts. Eaftward hence^ 
Nigh where the Ceftian pyramid divides ^ 

V 

b Beguft by Vef^afian^ andjinijb^d by Titui* 
1 Tie tomb of CeJHuff fartljf witbia and fartlf iifitiout 
ik4 ivalls* 

C The 
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The mould'ring wall, behold yon fabrick huge, 

Whofe duft the (blemn antiquarian turns. 

And thence, in broken (culpturcs caft abroad. 

Like Sybirs leaves, cdle£t:s the builder's name 

Rejoic'd, and the green medals frequent found 

Doom Caracalla to perpetual fame : 

The ftately pines, that f^read their branches wide 

In the dun ruins of its ample haHs, ^ 

Appear but tufts ; as may whatever is high 

Sink in comparifon, minute and vile. 

Thefe, and unnumbered, yet their brows uplift. 
Rent of their graces ; as Britannia's oaks 
On Merlin's mount, or Snowdeh's rugged fides. 
Stand in the clouds, their branches fcatter'd round. 
After the tempeft j Maufoleums, Cirques, 
Naumachios, Forums ; Trajan's column tall. 
From whofe low bafe the fculptures wind aloft. 
And lead through various toils, Xtp Ac rough fteepy 
Its hero to the fkies : and his dark towV 
Whofe execrable hand the city fir'd, . 

k Tbe batbs tfCaracoltat a vafi ruin» 

And 
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And while the dreadful conflagration blaz'd, ' 

PlayM to the flam«s ; ahd Phcebus' lettcr'd dome j « 

And the rough reliques of Cafinse's ftrect. 

Where now the (hefhcrd to his nibbling (heep 

Sits piping with his oaten reed ; as erft 

There pip'd the fliepherd to his^ibblingflieep. 

When th* humble i'o6f Ancbifet* fon explored 

Of good Evander, wealth-de(})ifing king, ^ 

Amid the thickets : fd revolves the fcene ; 

So time ordains, who rolls the things of prid« 

From duft again to duft. Behold that heap 

Of mould'ring urns (their aflies blown away, 

Duft of the mighty) the fame ftory tell j 

And at its bafe, frotxi whence the fcrpent glides 

Down the gfeen defett ftrect, yon hoary monk 

Laments tbe fame, the vifion as he views. 

The folitary, filent, folemn fcene. 

Where Caefars, heroes, peafants, hermits lie, 

filended in duft together ; where the flave 

Refts from bis labours ; where th' infulti ng proud 

Refignjt bis p<m'r $ the mifer drops bis board ; 

» Tbe taitriin Ufrafy. _ 

C% WhefC 
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Wherehumaii folly flccps,— •There i»a ibooJ,^' * 

(I fiog not to the vacant and the young) 

There is a kindly mood of melancholy^ 

That wings the foul, and points her to the ikies Ir 

When tribulation cloaths the child of man» 

When age defcends with ibrrow to the gcavej^ 

*Tis fwcctly-foothing fympathy to pain» 

A gently wak*ning call to health and eafe» 

How mufical I when all-devouvingTime^ 

Here fitting on his ihrone of ruina hoar» 

While winds and tempefts fweep his various lyre^ 

How fweet thy diapafon^ Melancholy ! 

Cool ev'ning comes ; the fetdng fun difplays 

His vifible great round between yon tow*rs» 

As thro' two ihady difis ; away^* my Mufe,, 

Though yet the profped pleafes^ ever new 

In vaft variety, and jet delight 

The many-figur'd fculptures of the padi 

Half beau teousy h^ilf efFac'd^ the traveler 

Such antique marbles to his native land 

Oft hence^ conveys ; and ev'ry realm and ftatp 

With Rome's auguft remains, heroes and gods. 

Deck 
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Deck their long galleries and winding groves ^ 
Yet mifs we not th* innumerable thefts. 
Yet ftai prdftife of graces teems the wafle. 

Suffice it now th* Efquiliari mount to reach 
With weary wing, and feek the facred rcfb 
Of Maro^ humble tenement; alow 
Plain wall remains 5 a litde fun-gilt heap, 
Grotefque and wild 5 the gourd and olive brown 
Weave the light roof: the gourd and olive fan 
Their am'rous foliage, mingling with the vine. 
Who drops her purple clutters through the green» . 
Here let mc Uej^with plcafing fancy footh'd : 
Here flow'd his fountain ; here his laurels grew % 
Heret>ft the meek good man, the lofty bard 
FramM the celeftial fong, or focial walked 
With Horace and the ruler of the world : 
Happy Auguftus ! who fo well infpir'd 
Could'ft throw thy pomps and royalties afid^. 
Attentive t6 the wife, the great of foul. 
And dignify thy mind. Thrice glorious days, 
Aufpicious to the Mufes ! then revered. 
Then ballow'd was the fount, or fecret (bade, . 

- C 3 ^ Or 
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Or oppn mountain, or whatever fcene 
The poet chofe to tune th' ennobling rhimQ 
Melodious; ev'n the rugged fons of war^ 
Ev'n t^e rude hinda rever'd the Poet's name ; 

But no^-— another age, alas ! is ours 

Yet will the Mufe a little longer (bar, • 
Unlefs the clouds of care w^igh down her wing^ 
Sii)ce nature's ftores are (but with cruel hand. 
And e^ich aggrieves his brother j fince in vain 
The^ thirfty pilgrim at the fountain aiks 
Th* overflowing wave— £nough-*the plaint difi}ain.«^ 

See'ft thou yon fane ? ev'n now inceflant time '^ 
Sweeps her low mouldVing marbles to the duft ; 
And Phoebus' temple, nodding with its woods. 
Threatens huge ruin o'er the fmall rotund. 
'Twas there beneath a fig-tree's umbrage broad, 
Th' aftonifli'd fwains with rev'rend awe beheld 
Thee, O Quirinus, and thy brother-twin, 
Preffing the teat within a monfter's gralp 
Sportive ; while oft the gaunt and rugged wolf 
Tum'd her ftretch'd neck and fbrm'd your tender Embss 

* Tke tempU of Romulus and Kemus undgr mount Palatin* 

4 So 
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So taught of Jove, ev*n the fell favage fed 
Your facred infancies^ your virtues, toils. 
The conquefts, glorits, of tb' Aufooian ftate, 
Wrapp'd in t)ieir fecret feeds. Each kindred foul, 
Robuft and ftout» ye grap{)le to your hearts. 
And little Rome appears. Her cots arife. 
Green twigs of oiie( weave the (lender walls. 
Green ruflies ^read the roofs $ and here and therp 
Opens beneath the rook the gloomy cave. 
Elate with joy EtruTcan Tiber views 
Her fpreading fiseaet enamelling his waves. 
Her h^t& and hollow delli^ and flocks and herds. 
And gathering fwains $ and rolk his yellow car 
To Neptune's court with mor^ majeftick train. 

Her fpeedy growth alarm*d the ftates around 
Jealous, yet fooa by wond'rouft virtue woa» 
They (lA into her boAnn* . From the plough 
Kofeherdidatera; fought, o'e^came, return'dy 
Yes, to the plough return'd, and hail'd their peers $ 
For thai no private ppmp^ 00 houfbold il^te. 
The publick only fwell'd the g^nVouf bre;^. 
Who has nojt beard the Fabian beroee fung ? 

C4 ^ P^tatus* 
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Dentattts^ fears, or Mutius* flaming hand ? 
How Manlius fav'd the capitol ? the choice 
Of fteadjr Rcgulus ? As yet they ftood^ 
Simple of life ; as yet feducing wealth 
Was unexplor'd, and (hame of poverty 
Yet unimagin'd — Shine not all the fields 
With various fruitage ? murmur not the brooka 
Along the flow'ry vallies ? They, content, 
Feafted at nature's hand, indelicate. 
Blithe, in their eafy tafte ; and only fought 
To know their duties ; that their only ftrtfe. 
Their gen'rous ftrife, and greatly to perform* 
They through all Ihapes of peril and of pain» 
Intent on honour, dar'd in thickeft death 
To fiiatch the glorious deed. Nor Trebia quel?d^ 
Nor Thrafymene, nor Cannae's bloody field. 
Their dauntleis courage ; ftorming Hannibal 
In vain the thunder of the battle roIPd, 
The thunder of the battle they returned 
Back <m his Punick fhores ; 'till Carthage fell. 
And danger fled afar. The city gleam'd 
With precious fpoils : alas profperity ! 

4 Ah 
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Ah4>aneful ftatc ! yet ebVd not all their ftrengdi 
In fpft luxurious pleafures ; proud defire 
Of boundleft fway, and fevVifh thirft of gold, 
RousM them again to battle. Beauttous Greece 
Tom from her joys, in vain with ^anguid arm 
Half rais'd her nifty fliield ; nor could avail 
The fword of Dacia, nor the Parthian dart ; 
Nor yet the.car of that fam*d Britiib chief. 
Which feven brave years beneath the doubtlefe wing 
Of vid'ry, dreadful roU'd its griding wheels 
Oyer the bloody war : the Roman arms 
Triumphed, 'till Fame was filent of their fees^ 

And now the world unrival'd they enjoy'd 
In proud fecurity : the crefted helm. 
The plated greave and corfelet hung unbrac*d ; 
Nor dankM their arms, the fpear and founding flueli^ 
But on the glittVing trophy to the wind. 

Diilblv'd in eafe and foft delights they lie» 
*Til! cv*ry fun annoys, and evVy wind 
Has chilling force, and ev'ry rain offends : 
For now the frame no more is girt with ftrengA 
Mafculine, nor in luftinels of heart 

Laught 
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Laughs at the winter fiorm, and fiimmer beam, 
Snjpenor to their rage : enfeebling vice 
Withers each oerre, and opens every pore 
To painful feeling ; flovKry bowers they feek 
(As aether prompts^ as the fick fenfe approves} 
Or cool Nympbean grots ; or tepid baths 
(Taught by the foft lontans} they, along 
The lawny vale^ of ev'ry beauteous fione. 
Pile in tiie rofeat air with fond expence ; 
Through filver chainnels glide the vagpnnt waves^ 
And fall on filver beds try ftallifie down. 
Melodious murmuring ; while luxury- 
Over their naked limbs, with wanton ham^ 
Sheds fofes, odours, fteds unheeded bane. 

Swift is the flight of wealth ; unnumbex^d want% 
Brood of volupt'oufnefs^ cry out aloud ' 
^eceffity, and feck the fplendid bribe. 
The citron board, the bowl embofsM with gemS) 
And tender foliage wildly wreatb'd around 
Of feeming ivy, by that artful hand, 
Corinthian Thericles ; whate'er is known 
Of rareft acquifition J Tyrianprbs, 

Neptunian 
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Neptunian Albion'$ higli teftaccouft feodt 
And flavoured Chian wines with incenie fiim*d 
Tq flake Patrician tfairft : for tbefe, their rights 
In the vile ftreets they prpftitate to fale i 
Their ancient rights, their dignities, dieir laws. 
Their native glorious freedom. Is there none. 
Is there no villain, that will bind the neck 
Stretched to the yoke ? they come ; the market throngs. 
But who has moft by fraud or force amafs'd ? 
Who moft can charm corruption with his doles i 
He be the monarch of the ftate ; and lo ! 
Pidius, vile us'rer, through die crowd he mounts^* 
Beneath his feet the Roman eagle cow'rs. 
And the red arrows fill his grafp uncouth* 
O Britons, O my countrymen, beware. 
Gird, gird your hearts j the Romans once werefree. 
Were brave, were virtuous.— Tyranny howe'er 
Deign'd to walk forth awhile in pageant ftate. 
And with licentious pleafures fed the rout. 
The thoughtlefs many : to the wanton ibund 
Of fifes Mi drums they danc'd, or in the fliade 

^ DuUmJiJitmrnt nuh9 hn^ ibi vnfiin* 

Sung^ 
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Sung CaBfar, g;reat and terrible in war^ 
Immortal Cariar ! lo, a God, a God, 
He cleaves the yielding fkies ! Caeiar mean while 
Gathers thoocean {>ebbles 3 or the gnat 
Enrag'd purfaes ; or at his lonely meal 
Starfes a wide province ; taftes, diflikes, and flingt 
To dogs and fycophants : a God, a God ! 
The flow'ry fbades and (brines obfcene return* 

But fee along the north the tempeft fwell 
O'er the rough Alps, and darken all their fnows f * 
Sudden the Goth and Vandal, dreaded names^ 
kofh as the breach of waters, whelming all 
Their domes^ their villa's; down the feftivepilesy 
Down fait their Parian porches, gilded baths^ 

And roll before the ftorm in clouds of duft. 
Vain end of human (Irength, of human (kill, 

Coirqueft, and triumph, and dpmain^ and pomp^ 

And eafe and luxury ! O luxury, 

Bane of elated life, of affluent ftates. 

What dreary change, what ruin is not thme? 

How doth thy bowl intoxicate the mind !* * ' 

To the foft enttancc of thy rofy cave 

How 
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How do*ft thou lure the fortunate and great ! 
Dreadful attraAion ! while behind thee gs^t 
Th' unfathomable gulph where Aihur lies 
0*erwhelm'd, forgotten ; and high-boafting Quun % 
And Elam's haughty pomp ; and bisauteous Greece ^ 
And the great queen of earth, imperial Romk« 
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THE 

FLEECE: 



POEM. 

In FOUR BOOKS. 



Poft majoris quadrupedes ovilli picarls fecunda rath eft^ 
qua prima Jit^ Ji ad utUitatts magnittidinem refer as : 
nam id pracipuems contra frigoris vlolentiam pro^ 
tegity corporibufqui noftrh liberaliora prabet Vi-' 
lamina. 

Columella* 
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THE ARGUMENT. 



CT^HE fuhjeSf fropofed. Dedicatory addnfs. Of 
•^ pajiures in general fit for Jheep : for fine^xvoofd 
Jheep : for hng-wooVd Jheep* Djfeifs of pqfturesy 
andihetr remedies. Of climates. Tihe tnotfiure of th^ 
Englijb climate vindicated. Particular beauties of 
England. J)ifferent kinds of Englijb Jheep : the twa 
common forts of rams deferibed. Different kinds of 
foreign Jheep. The feveral forts of food. The di-* 
Jiempers arijing from thence, with their remedies^ 
Sheep led by injlin£t to their proper food and phyftc. Of 
the Jhepherd's fcrip, and its furniture. Care of Jheep 
in tupping time. Of the cajlration of lambsy and ths 
folding of Jheep. Various pimepts relatim to changes of 
weather and feafons. Particular care of new^allen 
lambs. The advantages and fecurity of the EngUJk 
Jhepherd above thofe in hotter or colder climates ; ex^ • 
empHfied with refpeSi to Lapland^ Italy, Greece and 
Arabia. Of Jheep-Jhearing. Song on that occajion.^ 
Cujlom in tVales of fprinUing the rivers withjSowers^ 
Sheep'Jhearing feaji and merriments on the banks oftho 
Severn. 
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THE case of Sbeep, tbd Mors of tin Lomv 
And artt of Trade, I fing. Ye nirat nymfhsp 
Ye fwaim^ and priacelj loef clumsy aid the «ef le. 
And ye, bigb^tnifledguanrdianaof ouf ifle. 
Whom publick vokie approves, eff lot of birth 
To the great ^hargo zBtgni : jre good^ of aU 
Degrees^ att (efis, be prefent to tof foi)g. 
So may diftreft, and wretchedaei%.aikJ want. 
The wide felitities of labor learn : 
So may the proud atteih^s of icfUeb Gaul 
From our ftrong border^ like a broken wave. 
In empty foam retire. But cbieity Thou, 
The people'^ fliepherd, emineiltiy ptac'd 
Over the nwH'roos fwatns of ev*ry irale, 
IVidi well-perftHtted po^r and iv)at«hful eye, 

D 3 On 
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On each gay field to flied beneficence, 
Ceteftial office ! Thou proteA the fong. 

On fpacious airy downs, and gentle hillsy 
W4th grafs and thyme^o'erfpread, and clover wild. 
Where finiling Phoebus tempers cv*ry breeze. 
The faireft flocl^ rejoice ! they, nor of halt. 
Hydropic tumors, nor of rot, complain; 
Evils deform'd and foul : nor with hoarfe cough 
Difturb th^ mufic of the paftVal pipe : 
But, crouding to the note^ with filence foft 
The clofe-wov'n carpet graze; where nature blends . 
iFlowrets and herbage of minuteft fize. 
Innoxious luxury. Wide airy downs 
Are Health's gay walks to ihepherd and to (beep. 

All ;irid foils, with fand, or chalky flint. 
Or (hells deluvian mingled ; and the turf. 
That mantles over rocks of brittle flone. 
Be thy regard : and where low^tufted broom. 
Or box, or berry 'd juniper arife ; 
Or the tall growth of glofly-rinded beech ; 
And where the burrowing rabbit turns the duft ; 
And where the dappled deer delights to bound. . 

Such 
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Such are the downs of Banftead,edgM with woods. 
And tow'ry villa's ; fuch Dorceftrian fields, 
Whofe flocks innum'rous whiten all the land : 
Such thofc flow-climbing wilds, that lead the ftep 
Bifehfibly to Dover's windy cliflF, 
Tremendous height !* and fuch the clover*d lawns 
And funny moi^nts of beauteous Normanton, ■ 
Health's chearful haunt, and the fele£ted walk 
Of Heathcote's leifure ; fuch the fpacious plain 
Of Sarum, fpread like ocean's boundlefs round. 
Where folicary Stonehenge, grey with mofs. 
Ruin of ageV, nods 1 fuch too the leas 
And ruddy tilth, which fpiry Rofs beholds, 
Fromia green hilocj o'er her lofty elms ; 
And Lemfter's brooky tra£t, and airy Croft ; ^ 
And fuch Harleian Ey wood's^ fwelling turf, 
Wav'd as the billows of a rolling fea : 
And Shobdcn, * for its lofty terrace fam'd, 

* a Normanton^ a feat of Sir John Ueatbcote in Rutlana- 
Jhvtt. 

b Crofi^ a feat of Sir Archer Croft. 
« Eynvood, of the Earl of Oxford. 
< Sbobden, of Lord Batemani 

D + Which 
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Which from a mountain'9 ridge^ elate o'er wooda 
And girt with all Siluria, ** ftes arouud 
Kegions on regions blended in the clouds. 
Pleafant Siluria, land of varioua views^ 
Hills^ rivers^ woods, and lawns* and pnrple groves 
Poo^aceous, mingled with the curling growth 
Of tendril bops, that flaunt upon their poles^ 
More airy wild than vines along the (ides 
Of treacherous Falernum ^9 ot that bill 
Vefuvius, where the bow*rs of Bacchus role^ 
And Herculanean and Pompeian domes. 
But if thy prudent care would cultivate 
Leiceftrian fleeces, what the finewy arm 
Combs thro' the fpiky fteel in lengtben'd flakes ^ 
Rich faponaceous loam, that flowly drinks 
The black'ning fiiow'r, & fattens with the draught. 
Or marl with day deep-mix'd, be then thy choice, 
. Of one confiftence, one comple;Kion» fpread 

• Siluriaf the part of England nvkicb lief 'wefl qf the 
Sev^n, f;iz, Herefordfiire ^ Monrnnuthfiire^ &c. 

f Treacberous Falernum, becaufe part tf thi hills of Fa* 
lernum ivas many years agp oveftumed by an eruption of 
fire, and is now an high and barren mount of cinders, called 
Montf Nov^^ 

Through- 
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Through all thy glebe ; where no decettful veins 
Of envious gravel lurk beneath the turf, 
To loofe the creeping waters* from their fprings. 
Tainting the pafturage : and let thy fields 
In Hopes defcend and mount, that chilling rains 
May trickle off, and haften to the brooks- 
Yet fome defefl: in all on earth appears i 
All feek for help, all prefs for focial aid. 
Too cold the grafly mantle of the marl. 
In ftormy winter's long and dreary nights. 
For cumbent (beep 4 from broken flumbcr oft 
They rife benumb'd, and vainly ihift the couch 1 
Their wafled fides their evil plight declare. 
Ifence, tender in his care, the fliepherd fwain 
Seeks each contrivance. Here it would avail. 
At a meet diftance from the upland ridge, 
'^o fink a trench, and on the hedge-long bank 
Sow frequent fand, with lime, and dark manure i 
Which to the liquid element will yield 
A porous way, a palTage to the foe. 
Plough not fuch paftures :' deep in fpungy grafs 
The oldeft carpet is the warmeft lair, 

4 * And 
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And founded: ; in new hetbage coughs are beard. 

Nor love too frequent Ihelter : fuch as decks 
Th& vale of Severn, nature's garden wide, ' 
By the blue fteeps of diftant Malvern « wall'd. 
Solemnly vaft. The trees of various fhade. 
Scene behind fcene, with fair delufive pomp 
Enrich the profpeft, but they rob the lawns. 
Nor prickly brambles, white with woolly theft. 
Should tuft thy fields. Applaud not the remifs 
Dimetians **, who along their mofiy dales 
Confume, like grafshoppers, the fummer hour ; 
While round them ftubborn thorns & furze increafe^ 
And creeping briars. I knew a careful fwain. 
Who gave them to the crackling flames, and fpread 
Their duft faline upon the deep'ning grafs : 
And oft with labor-ftrengthen'd arm he delv'd 
The drairiing trench acrofs his verdant ilopes^ 
To intercept the fmall meandring rills 
Of upper hamlets : haughty trees, that four 
The fliaded grafs, that weaken thorn- fet mounds, 

g Malvern, a high ridge of bills near Worcefieri 
b Dimetia, Catrmartbenjbire in South Widesi 

4 * ? And 

Digitized by VnOOQ IC 



FookI. the fleece. 59 

And harbour villain crows, he rare allowed : 

Only a Sender tuft of ufeful a(h. 

And mingled beech and elm, fecurely tall. 

The little fmiling cottage warm embow'r'd ; 

The little fmiling cottage, whiere at eve 

He meets his rofy children at the door, 

Pfattling their welcomes, and his honeft wife. 

With good brown cake and bacon flice, intent 

To cheer his hunger after labor hard. 

, Nor only foil, there alfo muft be found . ^ 

Felicity, of clime, and afpe£t bland. 

Where gentle (beep may nourifh locks of priccu 

In vaixi the filken fleece on windy brows. 

And northern flopes of cloud-dividing hilis ' 

Is fought, though fofic Iberia fpreads her lap 

Beneath their rugged feet^ and hames their height* 

Bifcaian or Segovian. Bothnic realms. 

And dark Norwegian, with their choiceft fields. 

Dangles, and dells, by lofty fir emhow'rM, 

In vain the bleaters court. ' Alike they fhun 

Libya's hot plains ; what taftc have they for groves 

Of palm, or yellow duft qf gold ? no more 

Food 
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Food to the flock, than to the mifer wealth. 
Who kneels upon the glittering heap, and ftarvea. 
Ev*n Gallic Abbeville the flitning fleece. 
That riehly decorates her loom, acquires 
Bafely from Albion, bj th* enfnaring bribe, 
The baitof avVice, which, with felon fraud. 
For its own wanton mouth, from thoufands fteals. 

How erring oft the judgment in its hate. 
Or fond defire ! Tboie flow-defcending (bowers, 
Thofe hov'rini; fogs, that bathe our growing vales 
In deep November (loath'd by trifling Gau), 
Efi^eminate), are gifb the Pleiads flied, 
Britannia's handmaids. As the bev'rage falls. 
Her hills rejoice, her valleys laugh and fing. 

Hail noble Albion ! where no golden mines. 
No foft perfumes, nor oils, nor myrtle bow'rsy 
The vigVous frame and lofty heart of man 
Enervate : round whofe ftern cerulean brows 
White-winged fnow, and cloud, and pearly rain. 
Frequent attend, with ibiemn majefty : 
Rich queen of mifls and vapours ! Thefe thy fons 
With their cool arms comprefs $ & twift their nervet 

For 
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For deeds of excellence and high renown. 

Thus ibnn'd, our Edwards, H£nry8> Chur* 

CHILL8, BtAKES, 

Our LocKEs, our Nbwtoks, & our MiLTONs,rofc« 

See the fun glieams ; the living paftures rife. 
After the nurture of the fallen fhow'r, 
HoviT beautiful ! how blue th' ethereal vault, 
How verdurous the lawns, how clear the brooks ! 
Such noble warlike fteede, fuch herds of kine, 
So fleek, fo vail ^ flich fpactous flocks of (heep. 
Like flakes of gold illumiAifig the green, 
What other paradife adorn but chine, 
Britannia i happy, if thy fons would know 
Their bappinefi. To dieft iby naval ftreams. 
Thy frequent towna fuperb of biify trade. 
And ports magnific add, and flately fliips, 
Inniunerotts, But whither ftrays my mufe ? 
Pleas'd, like a traveller upon the ftrand 
Arriv^ of bright Augufta : vrM he roves 
From deck to deck, thro' groves immenfe of mafts ; ' 
'Mong crouds, bales, cars, tbis wealth of either Ind -, 
Through wharfs, and fqoarcs, and palaces, & domes. 

In 
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In fwcet furprize 5 unable yet to fix . 
,H'i8 rapturM mind, or fcan in ordered courfe 
Each objcft fingly j with difcovVies new 
His native country ftudious to enrich. 

Ye fhepherds, if your labors hope fucceis^ 
Be firft your purpofe to procure a breed. 
To foil and clime adapted. Ev'ry foil 
And clime, ev'n ev'ry tree and herb, receivet 
Its habitant peculiar : each to each. 
The Great Invifible, and each to all^ 
Through earth, and fea, and air, harmonious fuits* 
Tempeftuous regions, Darvirent's^ naked peaks, 
Snowden ^ and blue Plynlymmon, ^ and the wide 
Aerial fides of Cader^yddris ^ hiige ; 
Thefe are beftow'd on goat-horn'd (heep, of fleece' 
Hairy and coarfe, of long and nimble flii^nk. 
Who rove o'er bog or heath, and graze or brouzp 
Alternate, to colled, with due difpatch. 
O'er the bleak wild, the thinly-fcatter'd meal. 
But hills of milder air, that gently rife 

* Darwenfi naked peahs^ the peah of Derbyfiiriw 
ic Sno-wdon^ Plynljmmorif and Coder -j^ddris^ bi^b HSs 
in Nortb H'aUs. 

O'er 
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O^er dewy dales, a fairer fpecies boaft. 
Of fliorter limb, and frontlet more ornate j 
Such the Silurian. If thy farm extends . 
Near Cotfwold downs, or the delicious grove» 
OfSymmonds, bonourM through the fapdy fb3 
Of elmy Rofs ^, or Devon's myrtle vales. 
That drittk clear rivers near the glafly fea ; 
Regard this fort, and hence thy fire of lambt 
Seledl : his tawny fleece in ringlets curls ) 
Long fwings his flender tail i his froht is fenc'4 
With horns Ammonian, circulating twice 
Around each open ear, like thofe fair icrollt 
That grace the columns of th' Ionic dom^. 
Yet (hould thy fertile glebe be marly clay. 
Like Melton paftures, or Tripontian fields, ™ 
Where ever-gliding Avon's limpid wave 
Thwarts the long courfe ofdufty Watling-ftrect ; 
That^larger fort, of head defenc^lcfs, feek, 
Whofe fleece is deep and clammy, clofe and plain : 
The jam (hort-limb'd, whofe form compaA defcribes 

1 Ro/Sf a town in Uerefordjbire, ^ 

n» ^ripmttan fields, the country hetwueen Kughy m War^ 
wkkjbire and LuUer<wonb in Leicefterjbife. 
r One 
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One level line along his fpacious back *, 
Of full and ruddy eye, large ears, ftretch'd head^ 
Noftrils dilated, breaft and (boulders broad. 
And fpacious haunches, and a lofty dock. 

Thus to their kindred foil and air induced. 
Thy thriving herd will blefs thy fkilful care^ 
That copies nature ; who^ in ev'ry change. 
In each variety, with wifdom works. 
And pow'rs diyerfify'd of air and foil. 
Her rich materials. Hence Saba^'s rocks, 
Chaldara*s marl, ^gyptus' watered loam. 
And dry Cyrene's fand, in climes alike. 
With dilPrent ftorcs fupply the mafts of trade. 
Hence Zembla*s icy trads no bleaters hear ; 
Small are the Ruffian herds, and harih their fleece ; 
Of light efteem Germanic, far remote 
From foft fea^breezes, open winters mild. 
And fummers bathM in dew : on Syrian fheep 
The coftly burden only loads their tails : 
No locks Cormandel's, none Malacca's tribe 
Adorn -, but fleek of flix, and brown like deer. 
Fearful and (hepherdlefs, they bound along 

The 
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The fands. No.flceccs wave in torrid climes. 
Which verdure boaft of trees and fhrubs alone. 
Shrubs aromatic, caufee wild, or thea, 
Nutmeg, or cinnamon, or fiery clove, 
tJnapt to feed the fleece. The food of wool 
Is grafs or herbage foft, that ever blooms 
In temperate air, in the delicious downs 
Of Albion, on the banks of all her dreams. 

Of grades are unnumbered kinds, and all 
(Save where foul waters linger on the turf) 
Salubrious. Early mark, when tepid gleams 
Oft mingle with the pearls of fummer diow^rs. 
And fwell too hadily the tender plains : 
Then fnatch away thy dieep ; beware the rot ; 
And with deterfive bay-falt rub their mouths i 
Or urge them on a barren bank to feed. 
In hunger's' kind didrefs, on tedded hay i 
Or to the marifli guide their eafy dcps, 
If hear thy tufted crofts the broad fea fpreads» 
Sagacious care forea£ls : when drong difeafe 
Breaks in, and dains the purple dreams of health, 
Hard is the drift of art : the coughing ped 

^ E From 
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From their green pafture fwccps whole flocks away; 

That dire diftemper fometimes may the fwain. 
Though late, difcern j when, on the lifted lid. 
Or vifual orb, the turgid veins are pale | 
The fwelling liver then her putrid ftorc 
Begins to drink : cv*n yet thy (kill exert. 
Nor fuffer weak defpair to fold thy arms : 
Again deterfive fait apply, or (hed 
The hoary med'cine o'er their arid food. 

In cold ftifF foils the bleaters oft complain 
Of gouty ails, by fhepherds term'd the halt : 
Thofe let the neighboring fold or ready crook 
Detain i and pour into their cloven feet 
Corrofi^e drugs, deep-fearchsng arfenic. 
Dry allum, verJigrife, or vitriol keen* 
But if the doubtful mifehicf fcarce appears, 
»Twill fervc to fhlfc them to a dryer turf. 
And fait again ;. th' utility of fait 
Teach thy flow fwains : redundant humours cold^ 
Are the difcafes of the bleating kind. 

Th' infeftious fcab, arifing from extremes 
Of want or furfeit, is by water cur'd 

Of 
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Of lime, or fodden ftave-acre, or oil 
Difperfive of Norwegian tar, renownM 
B7 virtuous BERKELEY, whofc benevolence 
Explor'd its pow'rs, and eafy med'cine thence 
Sought for the poor : ye poor, with grateful voice. 
Invoke eternal blei&ngs on his head. 

Sheep al(b pleurifies and dropfies knoW» 
Driv'ii oft from nature's path by artful man» 
Who blindly turns afide, with haughty hand^ 
Whom facred infiin£t would fecurely lead. 
But thoU) more humble iwairi, thy rural gatei 
Frequent unbar, and let thy fiocks abroad, 
From lea to croft, from mead to arid field i 
Noting the fickle feafons of the iky. 
Rain-rfated paftures let them (bun, and feek 
Changes of herbage and falubrious flow'r^. 
By their all-perfed): Mafter inly taught, 
They beft their food and phyfick can difcern $ 
For He, Supreme Exiftence, ever near, 
Informs them. O'er the vivid green obfervie 
With what a regular confent they crop. 
At ev'ry fourth coUeflion to the mouth, 

E a Unfav'ry 
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Unfav*ry crow-flow'r j whether to awake 
Languor of appetite with lively change^ 
Or timely to repel approaching ills. 
Hard to determine. Thou, whom nature loves. 
And with her falutary rules entrufts. 
Benevolent Mackenzie % fay the caufe* 
This truth bowe'er ihines bright to hiioiaa fenfe y 
Each ftrong affe&ion of th' unconfcious brute. 
Each bent, each paffion of the fmallefi mite. 
Is wifely giv'n ; harmonious they perform 
The work of perfect reafon, (bluih, vain maiv,) 
And turn the wheels of nature's vaft machine. 

See that thy fcrrp ,bave ftore of healing tar^ 
And marking pitch and raddle ; nor^ forget 
Thy (heers true pointed, nor th' officious dog. 
Faithful to teach thy ftragglers to return : 
So may'ft thou aid who lag along, or fteal 
Afideanto the furrows or the (hades^ 
Silent to droops orwhoy atev'rygate 
Or hillock, rub their fores and loofen'd wooK 

» Dr, Mackenzie^ late of Worcefleff now of DrumJU^hy 
near Edinburgh. 

" - ^ But 
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But rather thefe, the feeble of thy flock, 
Banifli before th' autumnal months : ev'n age 
Forbear too much to favour ; oft renew. 
And through thy fold let joyous youth appear. 

Beware the feafon of imperial love. 
Who through the world his ardent fpirit pours ; 
£v'n iheep are then intrepid : the proud ram 
With jealotis eye furveys the fpacioua field 5 
All rivals keep aloof, or defp'rate war 
Suddenly rages ; with impetuous force. 
And fury irrefiftible, they dafli 
Their hardy frontlets ; the wide vale refoundc ; 
The flock amaz'd ftands fafe afar } and oft 

m 

Each to the other's might a victim falls : 
As fell of old) before that engine's fway. 
Which hence ambition imitative wrought, 
Ther beauteous towVs of Salem to the dufl:. 
Wife cuftom, at the fifth or fixth return. 
Or ere they Ve paft the twelfth of orient morn, 
Caftrates the lambkins ; neceflary rite. 
Ere they be numbered of the peaceful herd. 
jBut kindly Wi^tch whom thy (harp hand has griey'd, 

E3 u 
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In thore rough months, that lift the turning year ; 
Not tedious i$ the office ; to thy aid 
Favonius hailens ; foon their wounds he heals. 
And leads them (kipping to the flow'rs of May 9 
May, who allows to fold, if poor the tilth, 
I^il^e that of dreary, houfelefs, common fields. 
Worn by the plough ; but fold on. fallows dry 1 
Enfeeble not thy ^ock to feed thy land ; 
Nor in too narrow bounds the prisoners croud t 
Nor ope the wattled fence, while balmy mor9 
Lies on the reeking pafture ; wait till all 
The cryftal dews, impearl'd upon the grafs. 
Arc touchM by Phcebus' beams, thd mount aloft. 
With various clouds to paint the azure (ky* 
In teizing fly-time, dank, or frofty days. 
With un£luous liquids, or the lees of oil. 
Rub their ibft fldns, between the parted locks ; 
Thus the Crigantes ^ ; 'tis not idle pains : 
Nor is that (kill defpis'd, which trims their tails, 
£re fummer heats, of filth and tagged wool« 
Coolnefs and cleanlinefs to health conduce* 

t 9 *TU Srigantes, tie mh^titotttf 6/ Tork/bfr€p-' 
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To mend thy mounds, to trench, to clear, to foil 
Thy grateful fields, to medicate thy (beep. 
Hurdles to weave, and chearly ihelters raife, 
Thy vacant hours require : and ever learn 
Quick aether's motions x oft the fcene is turn*d ; 
Now the blue vault, and now the- murky cloud. 
Hail, rain, or radiance ; thefe the moon will tell) 
Each bird and beaft, and the(e thy fleecy tribe : 
When high the fapphire cope, fupine they couch. 
And chew the cud delighted ; but, ere rain. 
Eager, and at unwonted hour^ they feed : 
Slight not the warning ; foon the tempeft rolls. 
Scattering them wide, clofe rufhing at the heels 
Of th' hurrying overtaken fwains : forbear 
Such nights to fold ; fuch nights be theirs to ihift 
On ridge or hillock $ or in bomefteads foft. 
Or fofter cotes, detain them. Is thy lot 
A chill penurious turf, to all thy toils 
Untra£table I BefcM*e harfh winter drowns 
The noify dykes, and ftarves the rulhy glebe^ 
Shift the frail breed to fandy hamlets warn) : 
There let them fojwrn, 'till gay Procne (kirns 

E 4 The 
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The thick'ning verdure, and the rifing flowVs. 
And while departing Autumn all embrowns 
The frequent-bitten fields ; while thy free hand 
Divides t^e tedded bay; then be their feet 
Accuftom'd to the barriers of the rick. 
Or fome warm umbrage ; left, in erring fright^ 
When the broad d^zling fnows defcend, they run 
DifpersM to ditches, where the fwelling drift 
Wide overwhelms : anxious, the (bepherd fwaint 
liTue with ax and fpade, and, all abroad. 
In doubtful aim explore the glaring wafte ; 
An4 fome, perchance, in the deep delve upraife. 
Drooping, ev'n at the twelfth cold dreary day. 
With ftill continued feeble pulfe of life j 
The glebe, their fleecie, their flelb, by hunger gnaw*d. 

Ah gentle (hepherd, thine the lot to tend. 
Of all, th^t feel diftrefs, the moft aflail'd. 
Feeble, defencelefs : lenient be thy care : 
But fpread around thy tend'reft diligence 
In flqw'ry fpring-time, when the ncw-dropt lamb, 
Toit'ring with wcaknefs by his mother's fide. 
Feels the frelh world about him 5 and each thorn. 

Hillock, 
/ 
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Hillock, or furrow, trips his feeble feet : 

O guard his meek fweet innocence from all 

Th' innum'rous ills, that rufli around his life 5 

Marl^the quick kite, with beak and talons prone. 

Circling the Ikies to fnatch him from the plain 5 

Obferve the lurking crows.; beware the brake. 

There the fly fox the carelefs minute waits ; 

Kor truft thy neighbour's dog, nor earth, nor flcy : 

Thy boTom to a thoufand cares divide. 

Eurus oft flings his hail ; the tardy fields 

Pay nbt their promis'd food ; and oft the dam 

O'er her weak twins with empty udder mourns. 

Or fails to guard, when the bold bird of prey 

Alights, and hops in many turns around. 

And tires her alfo turning : to her aid 

Be nimble, and the weakeft, in thine arms, 

Gentjy convey to the warm cote, and oft. 

Between the lark's note and the nigfatingale^s. 

His hungry bl'eating ftill with tepid milk ; 

In this fpft office may thy children join. 

And charitable habits learn in fport ; 

Nor yield him to himfelf, ere vernal ^r$ 

2 Sprinkle 
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Sprinkle thy Uttlc croft with daify flow'rs : 
Nor yet forget him : life has rifing iHs : 
Various as aether is the paft*ral care : 
through flow experience, by a patient breaft. 
The whole long lefibn gradual is attained. 
By precept after precept, oft receiv'd 
With deep attention : fuch as NucEUs (ings 
To the full vale near Soar's p enamoured brodc^ 
While all is filence : Tweet Hinclean fwain I ' 
Whom rude obfcurity feverely clafps : 
The/mufe, howe'er, will deck thy fimple cell 
With purple violets and primrofe flow'rs, 
Well-pleas'd thy faithful leilbns to repay. 

Sheep no extremes can bear : both heat and cold 
Spread fores cutaneous ; but, more frequent, heat i 
The fly-blown vermin, from their woolly neft, 
Frefs to the tortur'd ikin, and flefh, and bone^ 
In littlenefs and number dreadful foes. 
I^ong rains in miry winter caufe the halt ; 
Rainy luxuriant fummers rot your flock j 
And all excefs, ev'n of falubrious food, 

f Soar, m river in teiceftcrjhtre* 
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.As fure deftroys^ as famine or the wolf. 
Inferior theirs to txian's world-roving framc> 
Which all extremes in ev'ry zone endures. 

\Vith grateful heart, ye BritKb fwains, enjoy* 
Your gentle fcafons and indulgent clime. * 

X^o, in the fprinkling clouds, your bleating hills 
Rejoice with herbage, while the horrid rage 
Of winter irrefiftible o'crwhelms 
Th' Hyperborean trails : his arrowy fiofts, 
That pierce through flinty rocks, the Lappian flies | 
And burrows deep beneath the fndwy world j 
A drear abode, from rofe-diiFufing bours^ 
That dance before the wheels of radiant day. 
Far, far remote ; where, by the fqualid light 
Of ficttd oil inflam'd, fea monfter*s fpume. 
Or fir-wood, glaring in the weeping vault. 
Twice three flow gloomy months, with various ills 
SuHen he ftruggles j fuch the love of life ! 
His lank and fcanty herds around him prefs, 
AS) hunger-ftung, to gritty meal he grinds 
Th© bones pf fifii, or inward bark of trees. 
Their conjmoo fuftenance. While ye, O fwainSs 
2 Ye, 
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Yc, happy at your cafc, behold your fliccp 
Feed on the open turf, or croud the tilth. 
Where, thick among the greens, with bufy mouths 
They fcoop white turnips : little care is yours ; 
Only, at morning hour, to intcrpofe 
Dry food of oats, or hay, or brittle ftraw^ 
The watry juices of the b<^y root 
Abforbing : of from noxious air to fcrecn 
Your heavy teeming ewes, with wattled fence 
.Of furze or copfe-wood, in the lofty field. 
Which bleak afcends among the whiftling winds. 
Or| ifyourfheeparc of Silurian breed. 
Nightly to hovfe them dry on fern or ftraw, 
Silk'ning their fleeces. Ye, nor rolling hut. 
Nor watchful dog, require ; where never roar 
Of favage tears the air, where carelefs night 
.In balmy fleep lies lull'd, and only wakes 
To plenteous peace. Alas ! o'er warmer zonc$ 
Wild terror ftrides : their ftubborn rocks arc rent 5 
Their mountains fink; their yawning caverns flame; 
And fiery torrents roll impetuous down, 
Proud cities deluging ; Pompeian tow'rs, ^ ^ 

' And 
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And Hercuhnean^ and what riotous flood 
In Syrian valley^ where now the Dead Sea 
^Mong folitary hills infedious lies. 

See the (Wift furies^ famine, plague^ and war^ 
In frequent thunders rage o'er neighboring realms. 
And fpread their plains with defolation wide : 
Yet your mild homefteads^ ever^bloxninjg^ fiailc 
Among embracing woods ; and waft on high 
^be breath of plenty, from the ruddy tops 
Of chimneys, curling o'er the gloomy trees. 
In airy azure ringlets, to the (ky* 
Nor ye by need are urg'd, as Attic fwuns. 
And Tarentine, with Ikins to clothe your iheep | 
Expenfive toil % howe'er expedient found 
In fervid climates, while from Phoebus' beamt 
They fled to rugged woods and tangling brakes* 
But thofe expenfive toils are now no more. 
Proud tyranny devours their flocks and herds : 
Nor bleat of (beep may now, nor foufi<l of pipe^ 
Sooth the fad plains of once fweet Arcady, 
The ihepherds kingdom : dreary foIitu«le . 
Spreads o'er Hymettus» and the fihaggy vale 

Of 
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Of Athens, which, in iblemn filence, iheds 
Her venerable rums to the duft. 

The weary Arabs roam from plain to ptain^ 
Guiding the languid herd in queft'of food i 
And (Life their little homers uncertain fcene 
With frequent farewell : ftrjtngers^ pilgrims all^ 
As were then" fiithers. No fwcct fall of rain . 
May there be heard } nor fwerter liquid lapft 
Of river, o*er the pebbles gliding by 
In murcpurs : goaded by the ra^ge of thirft^ 
Daily they journey to the dlftant clefts 
Of craggy rocks, where gloomy palms o'erhang 
The ancient wells, deep funk by toil in»menfe^ 
Toil of the patriarchs, with fublime intcot . ^ 

Themiieives and long pofterity to ferve. 
There, at the publick hour of foltry noon^ 
They (hare the bcv'rage^ when to watering comtf^i 
And grateful umbrage, all the tribes around^ 
And their lean ilocks, whofe various bleatings M> 
The echoing caverns : then is abfcnt none. 
Fair nymph or fliepherd, eacla infpiring each 
To wit, and fong, aiid dance, and active feats } 
'^ la 
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In the famq ruftic fcene, where Jacob won 
Fair Rachael's bofom, when a rock's vaft weight 
From the deep dark-mouth'd well his ftrength re« 
And to her circling flieep refreihment gayc.'-'"^^ ^ 

Such are the perils^ fuch the toils of life,^ 
In foreign climes. But fpeed thy flight, my.mufe| 
Swift turns the year j and our unnumber'd flocks 
On fleeces bvergrown uneafylie.* 

NoWy jolly fwains, the harveft of your cares 
Prepare to reap, and feek the founding caves 
Of high Brigantium% where, by ruddy flames^ 
Vulcan's ftrong fons, with nervous arm, sround 
The fteady anvil and the glaring mafs, 
Clatter their heavy hammjers down by turns. 
Flattening thefteel ^ from their rough hands receive 
The fharpen'd inftrument, that from the flock 
Severs the fleece. If verdant elder fpreads 
Her filver flow'r»| if humble dailies yield 
To yellow crow-foot, and luxuriant grais. 
Gay (hearing-time approaches, Firfl, howe'er^ 

9 the canyes of Brigantium — the forges of Sb^eU in 
Tork/bire, cwten thi Jb^berds finan and idl edge-took 
mre. made. 

Drive 
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Drive to the double foldj upon the brim 

Of a clear river^ gently drive the flocfcj 

And plunge them one by one into the flood t 

Plung'd in the flood, not long the ftruggler finks. 

With hL» white flakes, that glifteni thro' the tide ; 

^e fturdy ruflic, in the middk wave. 

Awaits to feize him rifing ; 6ne arm bear^ 

His lifted head ab6ve the limpid fiream, 

WhUe the full clammy fleece the other laves 

Around, laborious, with repeated toil ; 

And then refighs him to the funny bank, 

Where^ bleating loud, he fhakes his dripping locks. 

Shear them the fourth or fifth return pf morn. 
Left touch of bufy fly-blows wound their Ikin 1 
Thy peaceful fubjcfts without murmur yield 
Their yearly tribute : *us the prudent part 
To cherifli and be gentle, while ye ftrip 
The downy yefture from theirtender fides, 
Prefs not too clofe ; with caution turn the points ^ 
And from the head in reg'lar rounds proceed : 
JSut fpeedy, when ye chance to wound, with tar 
Prevent the wingy fwarm and fcorching heat> 

Ani 
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And careful houfe tbem, if tfaie lowVing cloiids 
Mingle their ftores tumultuous i through the glodnt. 
Then thunder oft with j^d'rous wheels rolls loud^ 
And breaks the cryftal utns of hcav*n : adown 
Falls ftreanung rai6. Somdtiitibs among the fieeps 
Of Cambrian gkdes, (pity the Cambrian glades) 
Faft tumbling brooks on brooks enormous fwell^ 
And fudden overwhelm their vanifli'd fields : 
Down with die flood awfty the naked (beep; 
Bleating in vain, are borne^ and ftraw^built huts» 
And rifted tteti, and heavy enormous rocks^ 
Down with the r^d torreot to the jdeep. 

At ihearitig«;t4me| along thi lively vales^ 
]K.ural feftivitics are ofeen heard : 
Beneath each t>looming arbor all is joy 
And lufty merrinotent : whH^ on the grafs 
The mingled youth in gaudy circles fport^ 
We think the gdlden age again returu'd. 
And all the fabled Drjrades in dance« 
leering they bound along, withf la^ughtng aSf^ 
To the (kritt prpe, and deep rtitonh'ring cOrfk 
Of tb' ancient harp, or taboc's hollQw founds 

F While 
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While th' old apart, upon a bank reclin'd. 
Attend the tuneful carol, foftly mixt 
With cv'ry murmur of the Aiding wave. 
And cv*ry warble of the feather'd choir j 
Mufic of paradife ! which ftill is heard. 
When the heart liftens ; ftill the views appear 
Q{ the fitft happy garden, when content 
To nature's flow'ry fcenes direfls the fight. 
Yet we abandon thofe Elyfian walks. 
Then idly for the loft delight repine : 
As greedy mariners, whofe defpVate fails 
Skim o*er the billows of the foamy flood. 
Fancy they fee the Icfs'ning (hores retire. 
And figh a farewell to the finking hills. 

Could I recall thofe notes, which once the mufe 
Heard at a {hearing, near the woody fides 
Of blue^topj'd Wreakin '. Yet the carols fwect. 
Through, the deep maze of the memorial cell. 
Faintly rcmurmur. Firft arofc in fong 
Hoar-headed Damon, venerat>le fwain. 
The footheft fhepherd of the flow'ry vale. 

t Wreakin. a bigb bill in Shropjbire. 
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•* This is no vulgar fccne :• no palace roof 
•* Was e'er fo lofty, npr fa nobly rife 
** Their polifh'd pillars, as thefe aged oaks, 
'* Which o'er our fleecy wealth and harmlefs fports 
** Thus have expanded wide their (hdt'ring arms, 
** Thrice told an hundred fummers. Sweet content, 
** Ye gentle (hepherds, pillow us at night/' 
. ** Yes, tuneful Damon, for our cares are fhort, 
*' Rifing and falling with the chearful day," 
Colin reply'd, ^< and pleafing vrearinefs 
*^ Soon our unaching heads to fleep inclines. 
^* Is it in cities foi where, poets tell, 
** The cries of forrow fadden all the ftreets, 
*< And the difeafes of intemperate wealth. 
^^ Alas, that any ills from wea)th (hould rife I 

<* May the fweet nightingale on yonder fpray, ' 
^* May this clear ftream^ thefe lawns, thofe Khow^ 
• *' white lambs,' 

*^ Which, with a pretty innocence of look» 
*< Skip on the green, and race in little troops i 
«< . May that great lamp, which finka behind the hilts, 
'^ And dreams around variety of lights, 

JF a " Recall 
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^ Recall ibem erring : This is Damon's wifb. 

*^ Iluge Brea^en's * flei^ fummit once I climbM* 
<^ Aft^r a kiddling i Damon, what a fcene ! 
/' What various views unnuoaber^d fpread beneattr!^ 
«« Woods, tow'rs^^yale^, caves, dells^ cliffs, & torrent 
** And here & there, between tke fpiry rocks, LH^od* r 
^ The broad flat (ea. Far tkobkr proipeds thefe, 
f^ Than gardens black with Cmckt in dufty towns^ 
" Where fleneby vapours often blot the fun :. 
<^ Yet flying from his quiet, thither crouds 
** Each greedy wretcb for tardy-rifing wealth,. 
<^ Which comes too late; tfadtcoUrtsthetaftehi vaihy 
•* Or naufeates with diftempcrs* Yes, ye rich, 
<* Still, ftill berich, if thus ye fafhbn life; 
•* Ahd piping, carelefs, filly (hepherds we, 
^^ We filly ibepberds, all intent to feed 
>' Our fnowy flocks, and wind the fleeky fleece/* 

*' Deem not, howe'er, our occupation mean,'* 
Damon reply*d, ^* while the Supreme accounta 
« Well of the faithful fliephcrd, rankM alike 
^ WiA king and prieft : they alfo (hepherds are | 

• Brtadefty a bill on tbi bordirs qf MoHtiomeryJbin. 
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<^ For fo th' All-feeiftg ftilei th^m, to reiiiini 
^ Elated man, fotgetftil of b« charge*'' 

.«« But hafte, begin the rites : fee purple Eire 
*< Stretches her (hadows : all yeiiymphs juid fwaiiii 
«< Hit})er afiemble. PItas'd with hi^mmrl due^ 
^ Sabrina» guardian of the crjrftal flood, 
<' Shall blefs our cares, when (he by moonlight elea^ 
** Skims oVr the dales, and eyes our deeping folds : 
^ Or in hoar caves, around Plynlyrtimon's brow, 
^ Where precious minVals dart their purple gleams, 
'^^ Among her fiftets fiie reclines ; the lovM 
" Vaga% profttfe of graces, Uyddol ' rough, 
<* Blithe Yftwith*, atidClevedoc * fvrift of foot ; 
*^ And mitres various feeds o^ flowVs, and herbs, 
^"^^ In the divided torrents, ere tliey bnrft 
<* Thro' the dark clouds, & down the mountain roll. 
-** Nor taint"<worm fhall infeft the yeaning herds, 
*^ Nor penny-grafs, nor fpearwort^s pois'nous leaf/* 

He fatd i with light fantaftic toe, the nympha 
^ Thither aflfembled, thither ev'ry fwain j 

t Faga, Ryddotf TflwifHbf and Cle^edot^ rivers , thi 
J^ittg$ tf^icb rifit m thifidis of Fljvljmtma. ^ 

F 3 Ancl 
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And o*er the dimpled ftream a thoufand Aow'rs, 
Pale lilies, rofeSf violets, and pinks, 
Mix'd with the greens of burnet, nunt, and thyme. 
And trefoil, fprinkled with their fportive arms* 
Sugh cuftom holds along th* hrriguous vales. 
From Wrcakin's brow to rocky Dolvoryn \ 
Sabrina*s early haunt, ere yet {he fled 
The fearch of Guendolen, her fiepdame proud. 
With envious hate enragM. The jolly chear. 
Spread on a mofly bank, untouchM abides. 
Till ceafe the rites : and now the mofly bank 
Is gaily circled^ and the jolly chear 
Difpers'd in copious meafure } early fruits. 
And thofe of frugal ftore, in hufl^ or rind ; 
Steep'd grain, and curdled milk with dulcet cream 
Soft tempered, in full merriment they quaiF, . 
And cgft about their gibes i and fome apace 
Whiflle to roundelays : their little ones 
Lookoii ddigbted; while the mountain-woods. 
And winding vallies, with the various notes 

; V Dol'voryn^ a rmnous ^aflle in Montgpnfery/iirfy $« tbt 
hanks of the Sev^m. 

% Of 
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Of pipe, iheep, kine, and birds, and liquid brooks. 
Unite their echoes : near at hand the wide 
Majeftic wave of Severn ilowly rolls 
Along the deep-divided glebe : the flood. 
And trading bark with low contra£ted fail« 
Linger among the reeds and copfy banks 
To liften^ and to view the joyous fcene. 
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NOW, of the feyerM lock, begin thd fong* 
With various numbers, tfaro' tbe fimple tbesne, 
To win attention : this, ye fhcpberd fWains, 
This is a labor. Yet, O Wray, if Thou 
Ceafe i\ot with ikilful hand to point her way, 
Thf lark-wing'd mufe, above the grafly vale, 
And hills^ a|id wopds, fliall. Tinging,. foar aloft | / 
And He,. whom learning, w^fdom, candor, graces 
WhQ glows with all the virtuei of his fire, 
KoYsj ON approve, and patronize the drain. « 
Thro'^all the brute creation, none, as ibccp. 
To lordly man fuch apiple tribute pay^ 
For.Him their udders yield nefbreous ftream^: ^ 
For Him. their dqwiiy yeftiires tjiey refign i 

Fof 
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For Him they fpread the feaft : ah ! ne'er may he 
Glory in wants* which doom to pain and death 
His blamelefs fellow-creatures. Let difeafe, v 
Let wafted hunger, by deftroying live $ 
And the permiffion ufe with trembling thanks. 
Meekly reluftant : 'tis the brute beyond ; 
And gluttons ever murder, when they kill. 
£v'n to the reptile evVy cruel deed 
Ii high impiety. Howe*er not all. 
Not of the fanguinary tribe are all; 
All are not favage. Come, ye gentle fwains. 
Like Brama's healthy fons on Indus' banks. 
Whom the pore ftream and garden fruits ioftatn. 
Ye are the fons of nature ; your mild hands 
Are innocent ; ye, when ye ibear, relieve. 
Come, genck fwains, the bright unfully'd lockf 
Colled : alternate fongs fiiall (both your cares. 
And warbling mufic break from ev'ry fpray. 
Be faithful ; asid the genuine locks alone 
Wrap foufid : nor alien flake, nor pitch enfold : 
Stain not yoiir ftorefr with bafe defire to a^ 

Fallacioua 
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Fallacious weight : nor yet, to mimic thofe. 
Minute and light, of Tandy Urchinfield % 
Leilen, with fubtle artifice, the fleece : 
Equal the fraud. Nor interpofe delays 
Left bufy aether through the open wool 
Debilitating pafs, and er^ry film 
Ruffle and fuHy with the valley's dull:* 
Guard too from moiflure, and die fretting siocll^ 
Pernicious : flie, hi gloomy Ihade eoncealM, 
Her lab'rinth <;uts, and mocks the comber's carCr 
But in loofe locks of fells fhe moft delights,* 
And feeble fleeces of diftempefd Iheep, 
Whither tot haftens, by the morbid fcent 
lAUur'd ; as^the fwift eagle to the fields 
Of flaught'ring war or carnage : facb apaft 
Keep for their proper ufe. Our anceftort 
Selededfuch, for hofpitable beds 
To reft the ftranger, or the gory chief. 
From battle or the ch^e of wolves returned. 
' When many-KTolourM ev'ning (inks Behind ' 
The purpk woods and hills, andoppofite 

% Urdmfield, the countty about Kofi m Hitifordfiire. 
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Kifesy full-orb*d, the filver harveft-moon^ 

To light th' unwearied farmer^ late afield < 

Bis fcatter'd (heaves colleding ; then expeft 

The arciftst bent on fpeed, from poplous Leeds^ 

Norwich, orFroomc; they traverfc cv'ry plain. 

And ev'ry dale, where farm or cottage fmokes :' 

Reje£l them not ; and let the feafon's price 

Win thy foft treafures : let the bulky wain 

Through dufty roads roll nodding *, or the bark. 

That iilently adown the cerule ftream 

Glides with white fails, difpenfe the downy freight 

To copfy villages on either fide. 

And fpiry towns, where ready diligence; 

The grateful btirdetr to receive, awaits,- 

Like ftrong BriaR£us, with his hundred bands^ 

In the fame fleece diverfity of wool 
Grows intermingled, and excites the care 
Of curious ildll to fort the fev'ral kinds. 
But intfaisfubtle fcicace none exceed 
Th' (ndtiftrious Belgians, to the work who guide 
Each feeble hand 'of w^t : thetr fpacious domeaf 
\^^ith boundlefs ho(pitality receive 
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Each nation's outcafts : there the tender eye 

May view the niaim'd, the blind, the lame, eo^oy^d. 

And ninrejefted ag?; ev'n ehildbood there 

Its little ikigers turning to the toil 

Delighted : nimbly, with habituaf fpeed. 

They fever lock from lock, and long, and fliort^ 

And foft, and rigid, pile in fev'rai heaps. 

This the duik hatter afks ; another ftines. 

Tempting the clothier ; that the hofier feeks ; 

The long bright lock is apt for airy fluffs ; 

But often it deceives the artift's care, 

Breaking iinufeful in the fteely comb : 

For this long fpungy wool no more increafe 

Receives, while winter petrified The fields: 

The growth of autumn flops : and what tho' fytiAg 

» 
Succ^s with rofy finger, and fpins on 

The texture i yet in vain (he ftrives to link 

The filver twine to that of autumn's hand. 

Be then the Twain advis'd to fliield his flocks 

From winter's dead'ning frofts & whelming fnows : 

. Let the loud tempeft rattle on thereof, . , 

' While they, fecure within, warm cdbs enjoy, • ^ 

And 
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And fwell their fleeces, equal to the worth 
. Of dooth'-d Apulian ^9 by teh warmth iiBprov'4 ^ 
Or let them inward heat and vigor find. 
By food of cole or turnep^ hardy plaotf • 
Befides, the lock of one continued growth 
Imbibes a clearer and more^ equ^l dye; 

But lij^teft wool is theirs^ who poorly toiU . 
Through a dull rounds in unimprovtiig farms 
Of c^peunonrfields ; inclofe, indofe, ye fwains ; 
Why will you joy in commoii-field^ wboe pkcb} 
Noxious to wpol^ muft ftain your motky flod^ 
To mark your property ? The mark dilates, 
Enterr^e flake depreciated, defiled, 
Unfit for beauteous tint : befides, in fieldt 
>; Fro&iifeuoiis held, all culture languUbcs } 
The glebe, exhaufted^ thin Ibpply receifesi 
Dull waters reft upoa the niihy fiats 
And barren fufrpws : none the ri£ttg gcove 
There plantis for late pc^terity, nor hedge 
To ihield the flock, nor copfe for cbeariag £re | 

> lie fiepherds of ApuHat ^arenHm, and Atticaf ufed 
ie chtbi their fteefi^ witb J^ to treJervB emd improve 
ttehr fieefetm 

And, 
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And, in the diftant village, ev*ry hearth 
Devours the graffy fwerd, the verdant food 
Of injur'd herds and flocks, or what the plough 
Should turn and moulder for the bearded grain ; 
Pernicidus habit, drawing gradual on 
Increafing beggary and nature's frowns; 
Add too, the idle pilPrer eafier there 
Eludes deteAion, when a lamb or eWe 
From Intermingled flbck^ he ftcals ; or when,' 
With loofen*d tether of his horfe or cdw. 
The milky ftalk of the tall gfecn-eatrM corn. 
The year's fldw-rrp'ning fruity the anxious hope 
Of his laborious neighbour, he deftroys. 

There are, who over-rate our fpungy ftoresr; 
Wbo deem that nature grarits no clime, but oiirs. 
To fprcad upon its fields the dews of heiv'n^ 
And feed the filky fleiece -, that card,' nor cbmb. 
The hairy wool of Gaul can e*er fubdue. 
To form the thready and mingle in the loom, 
Unlefs a third from Britain fwell the heap : 
iriufion ftU ; thpugh of our fun and air 
Not tnvial is. the virtue : nor their fruit, 

G Upon 
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Upon our fnowy flocks, of fmall efteem : 
The grain of brigfateft tindure none fe wtU 
Imbibes : the wealthy Gobelins muft to this 
Bear witnefs, and the cofilteft of their looms. 

And though, with hue of crocus or of rofe. 
No pow'r offiabile foodp or air, or foil. 
Can dye the living fleece ; yet 'twiH avail 
To note their tflfiueifce in the tinging vafe. 
Therefore from hdrbage of oM-piftur'd plains^ 
Chief from the matted tarf of azure marl. 
Where grow the wbiteft locks, collefl: thy ftores» 
Tbofe fields regard not, through whofe recent turf 
The miry foil appears : not ev'n the ftreams 
Of Yare, or filver Stroud, can purify 
Their frequent-fnlly'd fleece ; nor what rough winds, 
Keen^biting on temffeftuous bills, imbroDvn. 

Yet much may be p^rform'd, to check the force 
Of nature's rigor : the high heath, by trees 
Warm-iheiter'd, may defpife the rage of ^floams : 
Moors, bogs, and weeping fens, may learn to fitiile. 
And leave in dykes their foon-forgotten tears. 
Labor and Itrt will ev'ry aim atcbieve 

2 Of 
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Of n^it boToms. Bedtord Level y^ erft 
A dreary pathiefs wafte, the coughing flock 
Was wont with hairy fleeces to deform ; 
And, fmiling wWi her lure of fummer flowVs, 
The lieavy ox, vain-ftruggling, to ingulph ; 
Till one, of that high-<honour'd patriot naoie^ 
Russet, arofe, who drain'd the rufliy fen, 
Confin'd (he waves, bid groves and gardens blooni) 
And thr9iigb jiis new creation led the Ouze, 
And gently -Camus, filver-winding ftreams ; 
Godlike bei>eficence ; from chaos drear 
To raife the garden and the fhady grove. 

£ut fee lerne's moors and hideous bogs, 
Jmmeafuralalle tra<a. The traveller 
^Slow tries his mazy ftep on tb' ytelding tuft, 
Shud^Ving with fear : Ev'n fuch perfidious wilds> 
By labor won, have yielded to the comb 
Xbe fairefft length of wool. See Deeping fens. 
And the long lawns of Bourn. 'Tis art and toil 
Gives nature value, multiplies her {lores. 
Varies, improves, creates : 'tis aft and toil 

f Bedford Levfl in Camhridg^Jhire^ • 

G a Teaches 
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Teaches her woody bills with fruits to Ihine, 
The pear and taftefal apple ; decks with flowVs 
And foodfal pulfe the fields, that often rife. 
Admiring to behold their furrows wave 
With ycUow corn. What changes cannot toil, 
With patient art, efFtfft i There was a time. 
When other regions were the fwains delight. 
And fhepherdlefs Britannia's rufliy vales. 
Inglorious, neither trade nor labor knew. 
But of rude baflcets, homely ruftic geer, 
Wov*n of the flexile willow ; till, at length. 
The plains of Sarum opcn'd to the band 
Of patient cukure, and,^ o'er finking woodis. 
High Cotfwold (how'd her fummits. Urchinfield, 
And Lemfter's crofts, beneath the pheafant's brake, 
Long lay unnoted. Toil new pafture gives ; 
And, in the regions oft of aftive Gaul, 
O'er lefs'ning vineyards fpreads the growing turf. 

In eldeft times, when kings and har<ly chiefs 
In bleating fheepfolds met, for pureft wool 
Phoenicia's hilly tradls were moft renowned. 
And fertile Syria's and Judaea's land, 

Hermpa, 
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Hention, and Seir, and Hebron's brooky fides : 
Twice with the murex, crimfon hue, they ting'd 
The fhining fleeces : hence their gorgeous wealth ; 
And hence arofe the walls of ancient Tyre. 

Next bufy Colchis, blefs'd with frequent rains, , 
And lively verdure (who the lucid ftream 
Of Phafis boafted, and a portly race 
Of fair inhabitants) improv'd the fleece ; 
When, o'er the deep by flying Phryxus brought. 
The fam'd TheflTalian ram enrich 'd her plains. 

This rifing Greece with indignation vicw'd. 
And youthful Jason an attempt conceived 
Lofty and bold : along Peneus' banks. 
Around Olympus' brows, the mufes' haunts. 
He rous'd the brave to redemand the fleece. 
Attend, ye Britifh fwains, the ancient fong,. 
From cv'ry region of ^gea's (hore 
The brave aflembled j thofe illuftrious twins. 
Castor and Pollux; Orpheus, tuneful bard 5 
ZfiTES and Calais, as the wind in fpeed ; 
Strong Hercules ; and many a chief renown'd^ 

Qn dfep lolcos' fandy (hore they throng'd, 

G 3 Gleaming; 
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Gleaming in armour, ardent of exploits ; 

And foon, the laurel cord and the huge ftone 

Up-lifting to the deck, unmoor'd the bark ; 

Whofe keel, of wond'xous length, the ft:ilfal hand 

Of Argus fafhion'd for the proud attempt ; 

And in th' extended keel a lofty maft 

Up-raisM, and fails full-*fwelling ; to the chiefs 

Unwonted objeds : now firft, now they learn'd 

Their bolder fteeragc over ocean wave, 

Jlred by the golden ftars, as Chiron's art 

Had mark'd thQ fphere celeftial. Wide abroad 

Expands the purple deep ; the cloudy ifles, 

Scyros and Scopelos, and Icos, rife, 

And Halonefos : foon huge Lemnos heaves 

Her azure head above the level brine. 

Shakes off her mifts, and brightens all her cliffs : 

While they, her flattering creeks and op'ning bow'rs 

Cautious approaching, in Myrina's port 

C^ft out the cabled fione upon the Arand* 

Next to the Myfian ihore they fhape their courfe. 

But 'with too eager hafte : in the white foam 

(iis oar Aj«ciD£$ breaks ^ howeVr^ not long 

The 
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The chance detains ; he fprings upon the fhore. 
And, rifting from the roots a tapering pine. 
Renews his ftroke. Between the threat'ning tow'rs 
Of Hellcfpont they ply the rugged furge. 
To Hero*8 and Lband«r's ardent love 
Fatal : then fmooth Propontis' widening wave^ 
That Kke a glafly lake expands, with hills. 
Hills above hills^ and gleopfiy woods, begirt. 
And now the Thracian Bofporus they dare> 
Till the Symplegades, tremendous rocks. 
Threaten approach j but they, unterrifyM, 
Thro* the Iharp-pointed cliffs and thund'ring floods 
Cleave their bold paffa^e : nathlefs by the craggs 
And torrents forcly fhatter'd : as the ftrong 
Eagl^ or vulture, in th* intangling net 
Invc4v'd, breaks thro', yet leaves his plumes behind. 
Thus, thro' the wide waves, their flow way they force 
To Thynia's hofpitable ifle. The brave 
Pafs many perils, and to fame by fuch 
Experience rife. Refreih'd, again they fpeed 
From cape to cape, and view unnumber'd ftreams, 
JIalys, with hoary Lycus, and the mouths 
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Of Afparus and Glauctis, rolling fwift 
To the broad deep theq: tributary waves ; 
l^ill in the Iong*fought harbour tbey arrive 
Of golden Phafis. Forempft on the ftrand 
Jason advanc'd ; the de^p capacious bay. 
The prumbling terrace of the marble port, 
Wond'ring he yiew'd, apd (lately palace-dooi^s, 
Pavilioifs proud of luxury : around. 
In ev'ry glitt'ring hall, within, without, 
0*er all the timbrel-founding fquares ^nd Areets^i 
Nothing appcair'd but luxury, ayid crowds 
Sunk deep in riot. To the public we^I 
Attentive none he found : for he, their chief 
Of fliepherds, proud -^pTEs, by the name 
Sometimes of king diftinguid^'d, 'gan Xp flight 
The fliepherd's trade, and tufn to (png and dance ; 
Ev'n Hydrus ceas'd to watch > Medea's fpngs 
Of joy, and rofy youth, and beauty's charms, 
With magic fweetnefs luU'd hi$ cares afleep. 
Till the bold heroes grafp'd the golden fleece. 
Nimbly they wing'd the bark, furroundcd foon 
By Neptune's friendly waves : fecurej they fpeed 

b*cj 
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O'er the known feas, by cv'ry guiding cape. 
With profperous return. The myrtle fhores. 
And glafly mirror of lolcos* lake. 
With loud acclaim received them. Ev'ry vale. 
And ey'ry hillock, touch'd the tuneful flops 
Of pipes unnumber'd, for the ram regain'd. 

Thus Phafis loft his pride : his flighted nymphs 
AloQg the withering dales and paftures mourn'd ; 
The trade-fhip left his ftreams ; the mercl)antihun'4 
His defart borders ; each ingenious art. 
Trade, li)>erty, and affluence, all retir'd. 
And left to Want and fervitude their feats | ' 
Vile fuccpllbrs, and gloomy ignorance 
Following, like dreary night, whole fable hand 
Hangs on the purple fkirts of flying day. 

Sithence the fl/eeces of Arcadian plains, 
And ^tttc, and TheflTalian, bore efteem ; 
And thofe in Grecian colonies difpers'd, 
Caria apd Doris, and Ionia's coaft. 
And fam'd Tarentum, where Galefus' tide^ 
Rolling by ruins hoar of ancient towns, 
^hrough folitary vallies feeks the fea. 
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Or greet! Altinum> by an hundred Alps 
High-crovm^d» wbofe woods iind {nawy peaks aloft 
Shield her low plains from the rough jnoi^bcni blaft*. 
Thofe too of Boetica'^deliciQua iklda^ 
With golden fruitage ble&'d of higheft tafte. 
What need I name i Thje Turdetanian tra£b^ 
Or rieb Coraxus, whofe wide looms unroll'd 
The fineft webs ? where fcarce a talent weighed 
A ram's equivalent. Then only tin 
To late-improv'd Biitannia gave renown. 

Lo the revotving courfe of mighty time^ 
Who loftinefs abafes, tumbles down 
Olympus' brow, and lifts the lowly vale. ^ 
Where is the majefly of ancient Rome, 
The throng of heroes in her fplepdid ftreets. 
The fnowy veft of peace, or purple robe. 
Blow trail'd triumphal ? Where^be Attic fleece. 
And Tarentinc, in u*armeft litter'd cotes, 
Or funny meadows, cloath'd with coflly care ? 
All in the (blitude of ruin loft. 
War's horrid carnage, vain ambition's dqft. 

Long lay the mournful realms of elder fame ^ 

In 
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In gloomy defoIattOD^ till appeared 

Beauteous Venetia, flrft of all tbe nymphs^ 

Who from the melancholy wafte cmergM : 

In Adria'» gulpi^ hew clotted locks (he lav'd^ } 

And rofe another Venus : edcb foft joy, 

Each aid of life, her bufy wit refior'd ; 

Science reyiv'd, with all the lovely arts^ 

And all the graces. Reftituted trade 

To ev'ry virtue lent his helping (lores. 

And ehear'd the v^es around ; again the pipe. 

And bleating flocks, awakM the chearful lawi). 

The gIo(ry fleeces now of prime efteem 
Soft Afia boafts, where lovely Caffimere, 
Within a lofty mound of circling hills, rjalre 
Spreads her delicious (lores ; woods, rocks, caves. 
Hills, lawns, and winding (Ireams ; a region term'4 
The paradife of Indus. Next, the plains 
Of Lah6r„ by that arbor ftretch'd immenfe. 
Through many a realm, to Agra, the proud thran^ 
Of Indians worihipp'd prince, whofe luft is law : 
Remote dominions ; nor to ancient f^me 
Nor modern l^nown, till public-hearted Rob, 

Faithful, 
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Faithful, fagacioua, a^live, patient, brave, 
hed to their difiant climes adventurous trade, 

Add too the filky wool of Lybian lands. 
Of Caza's bow'ry dales, and brooky Caus, 
Where lofty Atlas fpreids his verdant feet. 
While in the clouds his hoary Ihouldcrs bend* 

Next proud Iberia glories in the growth 
Of high CaflUe, and mild Segovian glades. 

And beauteous AIbion» fince great Edgar chas'd 
The prowling wolf, with many a lock appears 
Of filky luflre i chief, Siluria, thine; 
Thine, Vaga, favour'd ftream ; from (heep minute 
On Cambria bred : a pound o'erweighs a fleece. 
Gay Epfom's too, and Banilead's, and what gleams 
On Veda's iflc, that (helters Albion's fleets 
With all its thunders : or Salopian ftores, 
Thofe which are gather'd in the fields of Clun ; 
High Cotfwold alfo 'mong the fliepherd fwains 
Is oft remembered, though the greedy plough 
Preys on its carpet : He *, whofe ruftic mufc 
P'cr heath and craggy holther wing difplay'd, 

f Drayton^ 
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And fung tbe bofky bourns of Alfred's (hires. 

Has favoured Cotfwold with luxuriant praife. 

Need we the levels green of Lincoln note. 

Or rich Leiceftria's marly plains, for length 

Of whiteft locks and magnitude of fleece 

Pjeculiar ; envy of the neigh'bring realms i 

But why recount our grafly lawns alone, . 

While ev'n the tillage of our culturM plains. 

With body turnep, and luxuriant cole. 

Learns thro' the circling year their flocks to fiecdL * 

Ingenious trade, to clothe the naked world. 
Her foft materials, not from fheep alone. 
From various animals, reeds, trees, and ftonet, 
Colle£ls fagacious : in Euboea's ifle 
A wond'rous rock * is found, of which are wov'a 
Veils incombuftible ; fiatavla, flax ; 
Siam's warm mariih yields the fiflile cane ; 
Soft Periia, filk ; Balafor's ihady hills 
Tough bark of trees i Peruvian Pito, graft; 
And ev'ry fultry dime the fnowy down ' 
Of cotton, burfling from its ftub\>orn (hell 

• A 'wond'rout r^ck^tbi AJheJlos, 
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To glcaai z«Ai the verdure <tf die grove. 

With glofly htk of Tibet's Ihagged goat 

i\re light tiara's wov'n^ tliat wreath tbe hcwi^ 

And airy float JKhind : the beavers ilix 

Gives kindJieft warmish to weak eiKr^ate limbs^ 

When the pale blood ilow riresthfK)iigh the vekis* 

Still fhall o'er all prevail the ,{]aepherd« ftores, 

For ntrmVous ufes known : none yield fach warmth^ 

Such beauteotss hues receive, fo }ong endure ; 

Sflf -pliant to the loom, fo various, i>one. -, 

WjW rove tfee flocks, no biifdening fleece they 
In fervid climes : nature gives 'nou^t ki vaia. 
Carmentan wod on tbe -broad tail alone 
Refplcndent fvwHs, enormous in its growth i 
A6 th:c fl^ek ram from green to green removes. 
On aiding wheels his heavy pride he draws, 
And glad re%ns it for the hatter's ute. 

Ev'n In the new Columbian worM eppeart 
Tbe woolly covering : Apacberia's ** glades^ 
And Canfes* **, echo to the pipes and flocks 

*» Apacheria and Canfes^ provinces in Louifiana^ on tii 
^'sjlgrnjidt of tbe Mififipfi» 

Of 
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Of foreign fwains. WhiktanefiiafcesdewfilmfaQdsy 
And works coM^nvtal ciiange, be none fecure : 
Quicken your labors, bract your Aack'^ing nerves^ 
Ye Briton& ; nor fle^ carekis on the 4ap 
Of bouAteous nature^ ihe is dfe where kind. 
See MifSfipfi lengthen-on her lawns, 
Propitieus to &e ^pherds : fee the ibeep * 
Of fertile Arica**, lifcc catiicjs formy ; 
Which bear hage buplens to the ^a-%eat (liwe» 
Aod Aine with fleeces f&k «s feathery 4(»W9i. 
Coarfe BcfKbnic locks are noft d«\^otl <^f ^fe $ 
They clothe the mountain carl, or maffiner 
Lab'ring at the wet flxroad^ or ft4ibborti tkdm^ 
Whale the lotid billows «dafli the groaning deck-. 
All may not Stroud^s or Taunton's vejftures W"ear ^ 
Nor what, from fleece Rataean % mimkiflowVa 
Of rich Damafcus : many a texture ^ight 
Of ^ait material in Pratorkim ^ wov'n. 
Or in Norvicuro, cheats the curious eye. 

« Tbe/e/beef are called Guanapos, 

* Aricay a province of Peru, 

• Kataan fleeces, the fleeces of Leiceflerflfin. 
^ Pratoriumf Coventrj, 
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If any wool peculiar to our ifle 
Is giv'n by nature, 'tis the comber's lock. 
The foft, the fnow-white, and the long-grown flakdL 
Hither be turn'd the public's wakeful eye. 
This golden fleece to guard, with ftriSeft watch. 
From the dark hand of pilfring avarice, 
Who, like a fpeAre, haunts the midnight houry 
When nature wide around him lies fupine 
And filent, in the tangles foft involved 
Of death-like fleep : he then the moment marks^ 
While the pale moon illumes the trembling tide; 
Speedy to lift the canvas, bend the oar. 
And waft his thefts to the perfidious foe^ 

Happy the patriot, who can teach the meaifsr 
To check hisi frauds, and yet untroubled leave 
Trade's open channels^ Would a gen'rous aid 
To honeft toil, in Cambria's hilly trads^ 
Or where the Lune* or Coker< wind their ftreams. 
Be found fufficient ? Far, their airy fields. 
Far from infedlous luxury aiife. 

%Limif a rivir in CamhefUffttl* Cohr't a rtvit im 

might 
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O might their masy dales, and mountain fides^^ 

With copious fleeces of lernie Aiine, 

And gulphy Caledonia, wifely bent 

On wealthy fiflieries and flaxen webs ; 

Then would the fifter realais, amid their feafs^ 

Like the three graces in harmomous fold, 

By mutual aid enhance their various charms. 

And bleis remoceft dimes— rTo this \ov*d end 

Awake, Benevolence; to this k)vM end. 

Strain all thy nerves, and ev^ry thouj^t explore. 

Far, far away, whoTe paffions would immure. 

In your own little hearts, the joys of life; 

(Ye worms of pride) for your repaft alone, 

Who claim all nature's ftores, wood?, wateiv, meads. 

All her profufion ; whofe vile hands would grafp 

The peafant's fcantling, the weak widow's mite. 

And in the fepulchre of Self entomb 

Whate'er ye can, whatever ye cannot uCc. 

Know, for fupcrior ends th' Almighty Pow*r 

(The Pow'r, whofe tender arms embrace the worm) 

Breathes o'er the foodful earth the breath of life. 

And forms jus manifold ; allots to each 

H His 
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His fair peculiar ; wifdcmi, wit, and ftrength ; 
Wifdom, and wit, and ftrength, in fwcct accord. 
To aid, to cheer, to counfel, to protcd. 
And twift the mighty bond. Thus fccbk man. 
With man united, is a nation ftrong i 
Builds tow'ry cities, fatiates ev*ry want. 
And makes the feas profound, and forefts wild. 
The gardens of his joys. Man, each man*s bctn 
For the high bufinefe of the pubJic good. 

For me, *tis mine to pray, that men regard 
Their occupations with an honeft heart. 
And chearful diligence : like the ufeful bee. 
To gather for the hive not fweets alone. 
But wax, and each material j plcas'd to find 
Whatever may footh diftrefs, and raife the fall'n, 
In life's rough race : O be it as my wifli ! 
*Tis mine to teach th' inaflive hand to reap 
Kind nature's bounties, o'er the globe difFus'd. 

For this, I wake the weary hours of reft ^ 
With this defire, the merchant I attend ; ' 
By this impell'd, the fliepherd's hut I feek, 
And^ as he tends bis flock, his iedures hear 

Attentive,^ 
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Attentive, pleas'd with pure fimplicityy 

And rules divulg'd beneficent to fheep : 

Or turn the compafs o*er the painted charts 

To mark the ways of traiSc ; Volga's ftream. 

Cold Hudfon's cloudy ftreights, warm Afric*) cape^ 

Lratium's firm roads, the Ptolemean foile. 

And China's long, canals ; thofe noble works, 

Thofe high effeds of civilizing trade. 

Employ me, fedulous of public weal : 

Yet not unmindful of my facred charge ; 

Thus alfo mindful, thus devifing good. 

At vacant feafons, oft ; when ev'ning mild 

Purples the vallies, and the (hepherd counts 

Qis flock, returning to the quiet fold. 

With dumb complacence : for Religion, this, 

To give our ev'ry comfort to diftrefs. 

And follow virtue with an Humble mind ; 

This pure Religion. Thus, in elder time. 

The rev'rend BtASius wore his leifure hours. 

And {lumbers, broken oft : till, iiird at length 

With infpiration, after various thought, 

Apd trials manifold, his well-known voice 

H 2 Gathered' 
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Gathcr'd the poor, and o'er Vulcanian ftoves. 
With tepid lees of oil, and fpiky comb, .. 
Shcw*d bow the fleece might ftrctch to greater 
And c^ a gioffier whitenefs. Wheels went round ; 
Matrons and maids with fongs relicv'd their toils ; 
And ev'ry loom receive the fofter yarn. 
What, poor, what widow, ^lasius, did not blefs, 
Thy teaching band ? thy boTom, like the morn^ 
Op'ning its wealth ? What nation did not feek. 
Of thy newvmodeird wool, the curious webs ? 
Hence the glad cities of the loom his natne 
Honour ^ith yearly feftals : through their ftreets' 
The pomp, with tuneful founds, and order juft. 
Denoting labor's happy progrefs, moves, 
Proceffion flow andfokmn : iirft the rout ; 
Then fervient youth, and magifterial eld ; 
Each after ^ach, accordmg to his rank. 
His fway,' and office, in the commonweal ; 
And to the board of fmiling plenty's ftorc^ 
Aflenible, where delicious cates and fruits 
Of ev'ry clime are pird j and with free hand. 
Toil only taftes the feaft, by nervelfefs eafe 

UnrelifliM. 
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Unrelifh'd. Various mirth and fong refound ; 

And oft they interpofc improving talk» 

Divulging each to other knowledge rare. 

Sparks, from experiefft:e, that fometimes arifc ; 

Till night weighs down the fenfe, or morning's dawa 

Roufes to labor* man to labor born. ., , 

[hand. 

Then the fleek brigbt'ning lock, from hand ta 
Renews its circling courfe : this feels the card ; 
Thati in the comb, admires its growing length ; 
This, blanched, emerges from the oily ware ; 
And that, the amber tint, or ruby, drinks. 

For it fuffices not, in flow'ry vale% 
Only to tend the flock, and ihear foft wool : 
Gums muft be ftor*d of Guinea's arid coaft ; 
Mexican woods, and India's brigbf'ning falts ; 
• Fruits, herbage, fulphurs, minerals, toftain 
The fleece prepared, which oil-imbibing earth 
Of Wooburn blanches, and keen allum-waves 
Intenerate* . With curious eye obferve. 
In what variety the tribe of falts. 
Gums, ores, and liquors, eye^delightinghues 
Produce, abfterfivc or reftringent } how 

H 3 Steel 
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Steel caft3 the fable ; how pale pewter, fus'd ' 

In fluid fpirit'ous, the fcarlet dye ; 

And how each tint is made, or mixt, or chang'd,^ 

By mediums colourlefs : why is the fume 

Of fulphur kind to white and azure hues. 

Pernicious elfe : why no materials yield 

Singly their flours, thofe except that fhine 

With topaz, fapphire, and cornelian rays > 

And why, though nature's face is cloathM in green 

No green is found to beautify the ieece. 

But what repeated toil by mixture gives. 

To find efFefls, while caufes lie concealed, 
Reafon uncertain tries : howe'er, kind chance 
Oft with equivalent difcovVy pays 
Its wandering efforts ; thus the German fagc. 
Diligent Drebet, o'er alchymic fire. 
Seeking the fecret fource of gold, received 
Of alter'd cochineal the crimfon flore. 
Tynan Melcartus thus (the firft who brought 
Tin's ufeful ore from Albion's diftant ifle. 
And, for unwearied toils and arts, the name 
Of Hercules acquir'd), when o'er the mouth 

Of 

Digitized by VnOOQ IC 



BookII. the fleece. 1x9 

or his attendant iheq>-dog he beheld 
The wounded murex ftrike a purple ftain. 
The purple ftain on fleecy woofs, he fpread. 
Which lur'd the eye, adorning many a nymply 
And drew the pomp of trade to rifing Tyre. 

Ourvallies yield not, or but.fparing yield. 
The dyer's gay materials. Only weld. 
Or root of madder, here, or purple woad. 
By which our naked anceftors obfcur'd 
Their hardy, limbs, inwrought with myftic formsy 
Like Egypt's obelifks. The powerful fun 
Hot India's zone with gaudy pencil paints. 
And drops delicious tints o'er hill and dale. 
Which Trade to us conveys. Not tints alone. 
Trade to the good phyfician gives his balms; 
Gives chcaring cordials to th' afflided heart; 
Gives, to the wealthy, delicacies high ; 
Gives, .to the curious, works of nature rare.; 
And when the prieft difplays, in juft difcourfe. 
Him, the all -wife Creator, and declares 
His prefcnce, pow'r, and goodnefs, unconfin'd, 
'Xis Trade, attentive voyager,, who fiUf 
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His lips with argument. To cenfare Trade, 
Or hold her bufy people in contempt. 
Let none prefame. The dignity, and grace. 
And wcad, of human life, their fountains owe 
To feeming imperfe^liDns,. to vain wants. 
Or real exigencies i paffioiis fwift 
Forerunning reaibn ; ftrong contrarious bents, 
The fteps of men difperflng wide abroad 
O'er realms and feas. There, in the folemn fcene. 
Infinite wonders glare before their eyes. 
Humiliating the mind enlarg'd ; for they 
The cleaieft S^fe of Peity receiv^, 
Who view ^the widefl ptolpcA of his works. 
Ranging the globe with trade thro' various climes : 
"Who fee the fignatures of boundlefs love. 
Nor lefs the judgments of Almighty Fow'r, 
That warn, the wicked, and the wretch^ho 'fcapes 
From human juftice : who, aftonifh'd, view 
Etna'jS loud thunders and tempeftuous fires ; 
The duft of Carthage j defart (hores of Nile ; 
Or Tyre's abandon'd fummit, crown'd of old f-n 
With (lately tow'rs 3 wbofc merchants, from their 

5 And 
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And raSiant thrones, affembled in her marts ; 

Whither Arabia, whither Kedar, brought 

Their ibaggy goatis, their flocks, and bleating lambs; 

Where rich Damafcus pil'd his fleeces white, 

Prepar'd, and thirfty for the double tint. 

And flow'ring (buttle. While th' admiring world 

Crowded her ftreets ; ah ! then the hand of pride 

Sow'd imperceptible his pois'nous weed. 

Which crept deftruftive up her lofty domes. 

As ivy creeps around the graceful trunk 

Of fome tall oak. Her lofty domes no more, 

Not ev'n the ruins of her pomp, remain ; 

Not ev'n the duft they funk in ; by the breath 

Of the Omnipotent oflfended hurl'd 

Down to the bottom of the ftormy deep : 

Only the folitary rock, remains, 

Her ancient fcite ; a monument to thofe. 

Who toil and wealth exchange for floth and pride. 
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jNiroduSiiqn. Recommendation of labor. The fe^ 
-* veral methods of (pinning. Defer iption of the homy 
and of weaving. Variety of horns. The fulling-mill 
defer tbedy and the progrefs ^ the manufafture. Dying 
efdoth^ and the excellence of the French in that art^ 
Frequent negligence of our artificers. The ill con- 
fequences of idlenefs. Country-workhoufes propofed'y 
with a defer iption of one. Good effeSfs of indufiry ex- 
emplified in the profpe5l of Burjial and Leeds ; and the 
cloth- market there dejcribed. Preference of the labors 
cfrtbe loom to other manufa£furesy illufirated byfomi 
conrparifons. Hifiory of the art of weaving : its re^ 
moval from the Netherlandsy and fcttlement in fe^ 
vcral parts of England. Cenfure of thofe^ who would 
rejeSi the perfecuted and the f ranger. Our trade and 
frofperity owing to them. Of the manufaSfure of 
tapejlry^ taught us by the Saracens, . Tapeftries of 
Blenheim dejcrihed. Different arts^ procuring wealth 
to different countries, Numerous inhabitants j and their 
indujhy^ the furefi fource of it. Hence a wijhy that 
our. country were open to all men. View of the roads 
and rivers^ through which our manufactures are conveyed. 
Our navigations not far from the feats of our manufac^ 
tuns : other countries lefs happy. The difficult work 
of Egypt in joining the Nile to the Red Sea\ and of 
France in attempting^ by canals^ a communication be- 
tivcen the ccean and the Mediterranean, Such junSfi- 
ons may more eoftly be performed in England^ and the 
T ent a?id Severn united to the Thames, Defcription 
cf the Thames y and the port of London, 

THE 



dbyGoogk 



C 125 ] 

THE 

FLEECE. 

BOOK ni. 

PROCEED, 'Arcadian mttfe, refume the pift 
Of Hermes^ long difus'd, tho* fweet the tone. 
And to the foi^ of nature's chorifters 
Harmonious. Audience pure be thjr delight. 
Though few : for ev'ry note which virtue wounds. 
However pleafing to the vulgar herd, 
To the purg'd ear is difcord. Yet too oft 
Has fa'Ife dii]&iid»ljng vice ^ am'rous airs 
The reed apply 'd, and heedleis youth aUur'd :' 
Too oft, with bolder found, cnflam'd the rage 
Qf horrid wan Let noMr the fleecy looms 
DireS: our rural numbers, as of old. 
When plains and flieepfolds were the mufes'haunts* 

So thou, the friend of ev'ry virtuous deed 
And aim, though feeble, &alt xhef^ rural lays 

Approve, 
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Approve, O Heathcote, whofc benevolence 

Vifits our vallies ; where the pafture fpreads. 

And where the bramble; and would juftly a£t 

True charity, by teaching idle want 

And vice the inclination to do good. 

Good to themfelves, and in thethfelves to all. 

Through grateful toil. Even nature lives by toil : 

Beaft, bird, air, fire, the heav'ns, and rolling worlds* 

All live by aAion : nothing lies at reft. 

But death aiid ruin: man is born to care; 

Fafliion'd, improv'd, by labor. This of old, 

^ife ftates obferving, gave that happy law. 

Which doom'd the rich and needy, ev'ry.rank^ 

To manual occupation ; and oft call'd 

Their chieftains from the fpade,or furrowing plough. 

Or bleating fheepfold« Hence utility 

Through all conditions; hence the joys of health ; 

Hence ftrength of arm, and clear judicious thought i 

Hence corn, and wine, and oil, and all in life 

Delegable. What fimple nature yields 

(And nature does her part) are only rude 

Materials, cumbers on the thorny ground i 

5 'Tit 
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'Tis toil that makes them wealth ; diat makes the 
(Yet ufelefs, rifing in unihapen heaps) *• ^^* 

Anon, in curious woofs oF beauteous hue, 
A vefture ufefuUy fuccinA and warm. 
Or, trailing In the length of graceful folds, 
A royal mantle. Come, ye village nymphs. 
The fcatter'd mifts reveal the du(ky hills ; 
Grey dawn appears ; the golden morn afcends. 
And paints the glittering rocks, and purple woods. 
And flaming fpires ; arife, begin your toils ; 
Behold the fleece beneath the fpiky comb 
Drop its long locks, or, from the mingling card. 
Spread in foft flakes, and fwell the whiten'd floor. 

Come, village nymphs, ye matrons, and ye maids* 
Receive the foft materia) : with light ftep 
Whether ye turn-around the fpacious wheel. 
Or, patient fitting, that revolve, which forms 
A narrower circle. On the brittle work 
Point your quick eye t and let the hand aflift 
To guide and ftretch the gently-lefs'ning thread : 
Even, unknotted twine will praife your- (kill. 

A difPrent fpinning evVy dilTrent web- 
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Afts ffom your glowing fingers : fome require 
The more comp4<3, and fome the loofer wreath ; 
The laft for foftnefs, to delight the touch 
Gf chamber^ delicacy : fcarce the cirque 
Need turfl-around, or twine the lengthening flake. 

There are, to fpeed their labor, who prefer 
Wheels double-fpal'd, which yield to either hand 
A fev'ral line : and many, yet adhere 
To th' ancient diftaff, at the bofom fix'd, . 
Cafting the whirling fpindle as they walk : 
At borne, or in the (heepfold, or the mart. 
Alike the work proceeds. This method flill 
Norvicum favours, and the Icenian ^ towns : 
It yields their airy flufFs an apter thread. . 
This was gf old, in no inglorious days, 
The mode of fpinning, when th' Egyptian prince 
A golden diflafFgave that beauteous nymph. 
Too beauteous Helen : no uncourtly gift 
Then, when each gay diverfion of the fair 
Led to ingenious ufe. But' patient art. 
That on experience works, from hour to ''hour, 

fc T&f Iceni fwere the inbabiiants of Suffolk. 

Sagacious, 
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Sagacious, has a fptral engine ^ fbrmM, 
Which, on an hundred fpoles, an hundred threads^ 
With one huge wheel, by lapfe of water, twines, 
l^ew hands requiring i eafy-tended work, 
That copioiifly fupplies the greedy loom. 

Kor hence, ye nymphs, let anger cloud your broWS) 
The more is wrought, the more is flill requirM v 
Blithe o'er your toils, with wonted fong, proceed : 
Fear not furchatge } your hands will ever find 
Ample employment. In the ftrife of trade, 
Thefe curious inftruments of fpeed obt^n 
Various advantage, and the diligent 
Supply with exercife, as fountains fure. 
Which, ever^gliding, feed the flowVy lawn « 
Nor, (hould the careful State, feverdy kind, 
In cv*ry province, to the houfc of toil 
Compel the vagrant, and each implement 
Of ruder art, tjie comb, the card, the wheeJj 
Teach- their unwilling hands, nor yet complain; 
Yours, with the public good, fhall ever rife, 
Ever, while' o*er the lawns, and airy downs 

^Pdul^ $^§^fif €9U$n andfnt. nmoU 

I The 
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The bleating (heep and fhepherd's prpe are heard ; 
While in the brpok ye blanch the glift'ning fleece. 
And th' amVous youth, delighted with your toils. 
Quavers the choiceft of his fonnets, warm*d 
By growing traffic, friend to wedded love. 
> The am'rousyouth with various hopes inflamed. 
Now on the bufy ftage fee him ftep forth. 
With beating breaft : high-honour'd be befaolda 
Rich induilry. Firft, be befpeaks a loom : 
From fon^e thick wood Ihe carpenter kk6t» 
A flender oak, or beech of gloily trunk. 
Or faplin alh : he ihapes the fturdy beam. 
The pofts, and treadles; and the frame combines. 
The fmith, with iron fcrews, and plated hoops, ' 
Confirms the ftrong machine, and gives the bolt 
That ftrains the roll. To thcfe the turner's lathe. 
And graver's knife, the hollow ibuttle add. 
Various profeffipns in the work unite : 
For each on each depends. Thus he acquire 
The curious engine, work of fubtle (kill ; 
Howe'er, in vulgar ufe around the g^Qbe 
Frequent obfer/d, of high antiquity 

4 * .No 
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No doubtftil mark i th* adventurous voyager, 
Tofs'd over^ccan to remoteft fhbrcr, ' 

Hears on remoteft Ihores the ttiurmVing l6drti j 
Sees the deep-fitrrowing plough, and harrow'd fields 
The whcel*mov*d waggon, and the difcipline 
Of ftrong-y6k*d fleers* What needful art is new i 

Next, the ihduflrioas youth employs his care 
To ftorc foft yarn ; and no\y he ftraihs the warp ,^ 
Along the garden walk, or highway fide. 
Smoothing each thread ; now fits it to the lo'om, 
And fits before the work : from hand to hand 
The thready fliuttle glides along the lines, 
Which open to the woof, and ihut altern : 
And ever and anon, to firm the work, . , , 

Againft the web is driven the noify frame, . 
That o*er the level rufhes, like a furge. 
Which, often dafhing on the fandy beach, , ^ 

Compafts the trav'Iler's road : from hand to hand , , 
Again, acrofs the lines oft opening, glides 
The thready fliuttle, while the web apace 
Increafes, as the light of eaftern fkies, ^ 

Spread by the rofy fingers of the morn ; 
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And all the fair expanfe with beauty glows, ^ 

Or if the broader mantle be the talk, 
He chttfes fome companion, to his toil. 
F^rom fide to fide, with amicable aim. 
Each to the other darts the nimble bolt, 
lyhile friendly converfe, prompted by the work) 
Kindles improvement in the op'ning mind. 

What need we name the fev'ral kinds of looms I ^ 
Thofe delicate, to whofe fair«colourM threads ' 
Hsmg figured heights, whofe various numbers guid« 
The artift's hand : he, unfeen flow'rs, and trees. 
And vales, and azure hills, unerring works. 
Or that, whofe numerous needles, glittVing bright, - 
Weave the warm hofe to cover tender limbs : 
Modern invention : modern is the want. 

Next, from the flacken'd beam the woof unroird,. 
Kear fome clear-fliding river, Aire or Stroud, 
Is by the noify fulling-mill received $ 
Where tumbling waters turn enormous wheels. 
And hammers, rifing and defcending, learn 
To imitate the induftry of man. 

Oft the wet web is ftcep'd} and often rais'd, 

Faft- 
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Faft*dripping) to die river's grafiy bank ; 
And finewy arms of men, with full-ftrain'd ftrehgth, 
>Vring oiit the latent water : thefi, up-hung 
On rugged tenters^ to the fervid fun 
Jts level furface, reeking, it expands ; 
Still brightening in each rigid difcipline. 
And gath'ring worth ; as humaa life, in pains^ 
Conflids, and troubles. Soon the clothier's iheajn^i 
And burler's thiftle, Ikim the furface Iheen. 
Thejfoiind of work goes on, from day to day» 
Seafon tofeafon. So the hufbandman 
Purfues.his carets his plough divides the glebe 1 
The feed is fown ', loog^ rattle o'er the clods 
The harrow^s teeth i quick weeds his hoe fubduesj^ 
The fickle labors^ and the flow team ftrains ; 
Till g^atefiil harveft-home rewards his toils.. 

Th' ingenious artift, leairn'd in drugs, beflows 
The laft improvement ; for th' unlabor'd fleece 
Ram is permitted to imbibe the dye. 
In penetrating waves of boiling vats 
The fnowy web is fteep'd, with grain of weld, 
Fuft^c, or logwoods mix'd, or cochineal, 

I 3 o# 
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Or the dark purple pul|> of Pi^tiih woad. 
Of (lain tenacious^ deep as fuouner ikie$. 
Like thoCe, that csuiopy. the bow'rs of Stow 
After foft rains, when birds their notes ^^uoea 
£re the melodious nightingale begins. 

From yon broad vafe behold the faffiron flH)^ 
Beauteous emerge ; from ihefe the a^re rife$ 
This, glows with crimfon | tl^at the auburn hol4s i 
Tbefe Ihall the prince with purglq robea'adorn 1 
And tbofe the warrior rnaj-kt and tbofe the; pm0^ 

Few are the primal cobourf qf the _art ^ 
Five^oplyi black» and y^Uow^ blii^ boowOf rcd| 
Yet hence innumerable li^ues arifr* 

That ftain alone i$ goqdi wh^ph be^9 imdbangfd 
PilTolving wafer's, and calcining fun'a. 
And thieving air's attacks, t^w gre^it ibe wed» 
W\th uiipoft caution to preipare the woof» 
To ftck tb^ bcft-adapted dyes^ ao4 biV^9 
And pureft gums ! fiqc? yowx wM^ (kill confifta. • ; 
In opening well t|ie fibj^es of t)>e woof^ 
For th« rfcoption of the beautoous 4yey 
And wedging evVy grain in ^leVj pore, 

: , Firm 
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Firm as a diamond in gold enchas'd. 

But what the pow^rs^ which lock them in the web s 
Whether incrufting (alts, or weight of air, . 
Or fountain-water's cold contraAing wave^ 
.Or all combined, it well befits to know. 
Ah ! wherefore have we loft our old repute i x 

And who enquires the caufe, why Gallia's fons 
In depth and brilliancy of hues excel I 
Yet yield not, Britons $ grafp in cv'ry art 
The foremoft'name. Let others tamely view« 
On crowded Smyrna's and Byzantium's ftrand, 
The haughty Turk defpife their profiet'd bales. 

Now fdt, o'er vales, and peopled mountain-tops. 
The welcome traders, gath'ringev'ry ^web 
InduftriottSt ev'ry web too few. Alas f 
Succefslefs oft their induftry, when ceafe 
.The loom and ihuttle in the troubled ftreets i 
Their motion ftopt by wild intemperance. 
Toil's icoffing foe, who lures the giddy rout 
To fcorn their tsiik-work^ and to vagrant life 
Turns their rude fteps ; while mifery, among 
The cries of infants, haunts their mould'ring huts. 
I 4rj Owhcn, 
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O when, through cv'ry province, (hall be rais'd • 
Houfes of labor, feats of kind ccmftrainf. 
For tbofe^ who now delight in fniitlefs fports. 
More than in chearful works of virtuous trade. 
Which honeft wealth would yield, and portion due 
Of public welfiure? Ho, ye poor, who feek. 
Among the dwellings of the diligent. 
For fuftenance uneam'd ; wh6 ftroU abroad > 
FrcQi boufe to houfe, with mifchievous intent. 
Feigning misfortune : Ho, ye lame, ye blind i 
Ye languid limbs, with real want opprefs'd. 
Who tread the rough highways, & mountains wild. 
Through ftorms, and rains, and bittemefs of heart ; 
Ye childfen of affliAion, be compell'd 
To bappinefs : the long- wilhM day-light dawns. 
When charitable rigor fliall detain < 
Your iftep-bruis'd feet. Ev*n now the fons of trade , 
Wherc^e'er their cultivated hamlets fmilc, 
irc6t the manfion ^ : here foft fleeces (hine i 
The card awaits you, and the comb, and wheel : 

|E Erea tie manfim^thii alkuUt t9 tbt nverhhoufii «# 
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Here (hroud you from the thunder of the ftonn ; 
No rain fiiall wet your pillow : here abounds 
Pure bev'rage ; here your viands are prepared i . 
To heal each ficknefs the phyfictan waits^ 
And prieft entreats to give your Makxr praife. 
Behold, in Calder's ' vale» where wide around 
Unnumber'd villa's creep the Ihrubby hills, 
A Ipacious dome for this fair purpofe rife* 
High o^er the open gates, with gracious* air, 
Eliza's image ftands* By gentle fteps 
Up-rais'd, from room to room we flowly walk, . 
And view with wonder, and with filent joy. 
The fprightly fcene ; where many a bufy handy 
Where fpoles, cards, wheels, and looms, with mor 

tibn quick. 
And ever-murm'ring found, th' unwonted fenlii . 
Wrap in furprife. To fee them all employ'd, 
AU blithe, it gives the fpreading heart delight, . 
As neither meats, nor drinks, nor aught of jojr , 
Corporeal, can beftow. Nor left they gain 

I Calmer, a river hi Torkfitrff mMeh rmu Mw; HkiifkXs 
0Hifajfts bj Wakejiild, 

Virtue 
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Virtue than wealth, while, on their ufeful work^ 

From day ta day intent, in their full minds 

Evil no place can find. With equal fcale 

Some deal abroad the wdUaflbrted fleece ; 

Thefe card the iborty thofe comb the longer flake i 

Others the barfh and clotted lock receive, 

Vet fever and refine with patient toil. 

And bring to proper ifle. Flax too, and hemp,. 

Excite their diligence. The younger hands 

Ply at the eafy work of winding yarn 

On fwifdy^circling engines, and their notes 

Warble together, as a choir^f larks : 

Such joy aiifts in die mind employed. 

Another fctne difplays the more robuft, 

Rafping or grinding tough Brafilian woods. 

And what Campcacliy's difputable Chore 

Copious afitfds to tsi^ the thirfiy web ; 

And the Caribbee ifles, whofe dulcet cines 

Equal the honey-comb. We next are fhown 

Acirodafma^nc'^, oCnewdefign^ 

['»d mtft €$rmfilmafbme, mwnUd hy Mr^ PauL It is at 
prefettt cotOrived tojpiu cotton i hut H majf hi modi to Jpin 
fmfcuf^d 'WooK 

In 
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In conic (hape : it draws and fpins a thread 
Without the tedidus toil of neodlefs hands* 
A wheel, invifiblc, beneath the floor. 
To ev'ry member of th' harmonious frame 
Gives lieceflary motion. One, intent, 
O'erlooks the work : the carded wool, he fays. 
Is finoothly lapped around thofc cylinders. 
Which, gently turning, yield it to yon cirque 
Of upright fpindles, which, with rapid whirl. 
Spin out,, in long extent, an even twine. 

From this delightful manfion (if we feek 
Still more to view the gifts which honcft toil 
Piftribiites) take we now our eaftward courfe. 
To the rich fields of BurftaK Wide around 
Hillock and valley, farm and village, finile: ^ 
And ruddy rooft, and chimney^tops appear, 
0( bufy Leeds, up-wafting to the clouds 
The incenie of thankfgivmg : all is joy ; . 
And trade ^and bufinefs guide the living fcene. 
Roll the full cars, adown the winding Aire 
Load the flow- failing barges, pile the pack 
On the long tinkling train of flow-pacM fteeds. 

As 
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As when a funny day invites abroad 
The fedulous ants^ they iflue from their cells 
In bands unnumbered, eager for their work ; 
0*er high, o*er low, they lift,.they draw, they hafle 
With warm afieAion to^each other's aid i 
Repeat their virtuous efforts, and fucceed. 
Thus all is here in motion^ all is life : 
The creaking wain brings copious ftore of corn : 
The grazier's fleeky kine ob(tru£i the roads : 
The neat drefs'd houfewives, for the feftal board 
Crown'd with full balkets, in the field-way paths 
Come tripping on ; th* echoing hills repeat 
The ftroke of ax and hammer ; fcaffolds rife. 
And growing edifices ; heaps of ftonc. 
Beneath the chiflel, beauteous ihapes afTume 
Of frize and column. Some, with even line, 
New ftreets are marking in the neighboring fields. 
And facred domes of worfbip. Induflry, 
Which dignifies the artift, lifts the fwain. 
And the ftraw cottage to a palace turns, 
t)ver the work prefides. Such was the fcenc 
Of hurrying Carthage, whej) the Trojan chief 

Firftr 
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Firft viewed her growing turrets. So appear 
Th' increafing walls of bufy Manchefler, 
Sheffield, and Birmingham, whofe redd'ning fields 
Rife and enlarge their fuburbs. Zx>, in throngs^ " 
For evVy realm, the careful favors meet, 
WhifpVing each other. la long ranks the bales. 
Like war's bright files, beyond the fight extend. 
Straight^ ere the founding bell the fignal ftrikes. 
Which ends the hour of traffick^ they conclude 
The Ipeedy compact ; and, well-pleas'd, transfer. 
With mutual benefit, fuperior wealth 
To many a kingdom's rent, or tyrant's hoard. 

Whatever is excellent in art proceeds 
FjrooK labor and endurance : deep the oak 
Muft fink in ftubborn earth its roots obfcure. 
That hopes to lift its branches to the fkies :. 
Gold cannot gold appear, until man's toil 
Difclofes wide the mountain's hidden ribs,, 
i^nd digs the dulky ore, and breaks and grinds^ 
Its gritty parts, and laves in limpid ftrean^, 
With oft-rcpeatcd toil, and pft in fire 
Tfa» metal Durifies ; with the fatigue> 

And 
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And tedious procefs of its painful works. 
The lufty ficken, and the feeble die. 

But cfaearful are the labors of the loom, 
By h^th and eafe ^iccompanyM : they bring 
Superior treafures fpeedier to the ftate. 
Than thofe of deep Peruvian mines, where flaycs 
(Wretched requital} drink, with trembling hand. 
Pale palfy's baneful cup. Our happy fwains 
Behold arifing, in* their fattening flocks, 
A double wealth ; more rich than Belgium's l}oaft, ' 
Who tends the culture of the flaxen reed ; 
Or the Cathayan's, whofe ignobler care 
.Nurfes the filk worm ; or of India's fons, . 
Who plant the cotton-grove by Ganges' ftream. 
Nor d6 their toils and produfts furnilh more, 
Than gauds and drcfles, of fantaftic web. 
To the luxurious : but our kinder toils 
Give cloathing to neceffity ; keep warm 
Th' ufihapj^ wand'rer, on the mountain wild 
Benighted, while the temped beats around. 

No, ye foft fons of Ganges, and of Ind, 
Y« feebly delicate, fife little needs 
* ^ Your 
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Your fem'nine toys, nor aflcs your nervelefs arm 

To caft the ftrong->flung (buttle, or the fpear. • 

Can ye defend your country from the flDrm 

Of ftrong Invafion ? Can ye want endure, > 

In the befieged fort, with courage firm t 

Can ye the weather-beaten veflel fteer. 

Climb the tall maft, dired the ftubjx>rn helm. 

Mid wild difcordant waves, with fteady courfe f 

Can ye lead out, to diftant colonies, 

Th' o*erflowings of a people, or your wrohg'd 

Brethren, by impious perfecution driven. 

And arm their breafts with fortitude to trf 

New regions; climes, though barren, yet beyond 

The baneful powV of tyrants ? Thefe are deeds 

To which their hardy labors well prepare 

The finewy arm of Albion's fons. Purfue, 

Ye fons of Albion, with unyielding heart, « 

Your hai-dy labors : let the founding loonir 

Mix with the melody of cv'ry valej 

The loom, that long-rcnown'd, wide-envy'd gift 

Of wealthy Flandria, who th^ boon received 

From fair Venetia } fhs from Grecian nymphs i 

They 
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Thf y from Phenic^, who obtainM the dole 

From old iEgyptus. Thus, around the globes 

The goId^n*footed fciences their path 

Mark, lil^e the fuii) enkinidling life and joy } 

And) followed dofe by ignorance and pride, 

JLead day and night o*er realms. Our day arole 

When Alva's tyranny ,At weaving arts 

Drofe from the fertile vallies or the Scheldt 

With fpeedy wiog^ and fcatter'd courfe, they fled, 

Like 4 community of bees, difturb'd 

By fome rel^ntleis fwain's rapacious hand ; 

While goed £l.iz a, to the fugitives 

Gave gracious welcQme ; as wife i£gypt erft 

To troubled Nilus, whofe nntfitio'Us flood 

With annual gratitude enrichM her meads. 

Then, fi^m fiiir Antwerp, an induftrious train 

Cro(s*d the fmooth channel of our fmiling feas ^ 

And in the vales of Cantium, on the banks 

Of Stour alighted, and the naval wave 

Of fpaciCus Mcdway : fome on geiitle^are. 

And fertile Waveney, pitch'd -, Mil made their (eir« 

Pleafant Norvicunii and Colcefiha's tow'rs : 

* Some 
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Some tq the Darait fped tbeir happy way : 
Berghem, aad Sluys^ an4 elder Bruges, choft 
Aotom's chalky plaias^ and ftretch*d their tenu 
Down to Claufeotuoi) and that bay fupine 
Beneath the fbade of Veda's cliffy ifle. 
Soon o'er the hofpitaUe realm they fpread^ 
With cheer revivM.; and in Sabrina's flood. 
And the Silurjan Tame, their textures blanch'd : 
Not undelighted with Vigornia*s fpires. 
Nor tbofe, by Vaga's fl:ream, from ruins rai^'d 
Of, ancient Anconium i nor lefs pleasM 
With Salop's vsirious fcenes ; and that foft trad 
Of Cambria, deep-^mbay*d, Dimetian land. 
By green hills fenc'd, by ocean's murmur luU'd ; 
Nurfe of the ruftic bard, who now refounds 
The fortunes <^ the fleece i whofe anceftors 
Were fugitives from fuperftition's rage. 
And erft, from Devon, thither brought the loom s , 
Where iv/d walls of old Kidwelly's tow'rs. 
Nodding, ftili on their gloomy brows proje£l ^ 
Lancaftria's arms, embofs'd in mouldVing ftone. 
Thus then^ on Al]>ion's coaft, the exil'd band, 
K From 
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From rich Mcnapian towns, and the green banks 
Of Scheld alighted ; and, alighting, fang 
Grateful thankfgiving. Yet, at times, they Ihift 
Their habitations, when the hand of pride, 
Reftraint, or fouthern luxury, difturbs 
Their indullry, and urges them to vales 
Of the Brigantes ; where, with happier care 
Infpirited, their art improves the fleece, 
Which occupation erft, and wealth immenfe. 
Gave Brabant's fwarming habitants, what time 
We were their fljepherds only j from which ftatc. 
With friendly arm, they rais'd us : nathlefs fomc 
Among our old and ftubborn fwains mifdeem'd. 
And envy*d, who enrich'd them j cnvy'd thofe^ 
Whofe virtues taught the varletry of towna 
To ufeful toil to turn the pilf ring hand. 

And Aill, when bigotry's black clouds arife 
(For oft they fudden rife in papal realms). 
They from their ifle, as from fome ark fecure, 
Carelefs, unpitying, view the fiery bolts 
Of Giperftition, and tyrannic rage. 
And ^U the fury of the rolling ftornn 

Which 
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Which fierce purfues the fuiPrers in their flight. 
Shall not our gates, Ihall not Britannia's arms 
Spread ever open to receive their flight i 
A virtuous people^^ by diftrefles oft 
(Dlftrefles for the fake of truth endur'd) 
Corrededf dignify^d ; creating good 
Where-ever they inhabit : this, our ifle 
Has oft experienced ; witnefs all ye realms 
Of either hemifphere, where commerce flows : 
Th* important truth is ftampt on ev'ry bale ; 
Each glofly cloth, and drape of mantle warmy 
Receives th* impreflion ; ev*ry airy woof, 
Cheyney, and bayfe, and ferge, and alepine. 
Tammy, and crape, and the long countlefs lift 
Of woollen webs ; and ev*ry work of fteel ; 
And that cryftalline metal, blown or fus'd. 
Limpid as water dropping from the clefts 
Of mofly marble : not to name the aids 
Their wit has giv'n the fleece, now taught to link 
With flax, or cotton, or the (ilk-worm*s thready 
And gain the graces of variety : 
Whether to form the matron's decent robe, 
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Or the thin-fliadiDg trafl for Agra's "^nymplis ^ 
Or folemn curtainSf yiAok long gloomj folds 
Surround the foft pavilioAs of Ac rich* 

They too the mafly-cdouKd Airas Uii§^t 
To mimic nature, and Che airy (bapes 
Of fportive fancy : fuch a» oft appear 
In old Mofaic pavement^ whttk die ploUg^ 
Up-turns the crumbling glebe of Weldon field i 
Or that, o'erfliaded erftby Wpodftock's bow'r^ 
Now grac'd by Blenheim, in whofe ftately roonu 
Rife glowing tapeftries, that lure the eyt 
With M arlb'ro's wars : bereScbcUeabergh eaiulta^ 
Behind furrounding hills of rampaita fleep^ 
And vaks of trenches dark $ each bideoUa pa& 
Armies defend ; yet on the herO leads 
His Britons, Uke a torrent, o'er the Itoumb* 
Another fcene is Blenheim's gldrioab field. 
And the red Danube. Here, the refcuM flates 
. Crowding beneath his (hield : there, Raoiilliea' 

• fiere is nvoven at Manchefier^ for the Eafi-lndies^ m 
n)iry thin fluff ^ of thread ani attoft\ ttwWA h to^tbOM 
the mamfoBuns tf that eokntry^ ^ttber^t^^m^terudjiim^f 
€9tton. 
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Important bftttkt next, the tenfold chain 

Of Arkux burft, «nd th' adamantine gates 

Of Gaul flung open to the tyrant's throne. 

A ihadc oblkiiTM ttus teft— Ah, then what powV . 

Invidious from iSie lifted fickle fnatch'd 

The hanreft of the phin t So lively glows 

The hit dehifion, that owe paffions rife 

In^ihe Mielding, tmd the glories fhare 

Of irifionary battle. This bright art 

Did aealous EuKope learn of pagan hands. 

While flic aflk/d with rage of holy war 

To deJblatc their fieHs t but oM the fkill : 

Long were the Phrygians^ pift'ring looms renowned ; 

Tyre alfo, wealthy feat of arts, excelled. 

And elder Sidon, in th^ hiftoric web. ' 

Far-diftant Tibet in her gloomy woods 
Rears the gay t^t, of blended wool unwov'n. 
And glutinous materials : the Chinefe 
Their porcelain, jfapan its varnifli boafts. 
Some fsbr peculiar graces ev'ry realm, 
And each from each a Ihare of wealth acquires. 

But chief by numbers of indnftrious hands 
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A nation's wealth is counted : numben raife 
Warm emulation ; where that virtue dwells, 
There will be traffick's feat; there will fhe build 
Her rich emporium. Hence, ye happy fwains. 
With hofpitality inflame your breaft. 
And emulation : the whole world receive. 
And with their arts, their virtues deck your ifle. 
Each clime, each Tea, the fpacious orb of each. 
Shall join their various ftores, and amply feed 
The mighty brotherhood ; while ye propeed, 
AStivc and enterprifing, or to teach 
The ftream a naval courfe, or till the wil(l. 
Or drain the fen, or ftretch the long canal. 
Or plough the fertile billows of the deep. 
Why to the narrow circle of our coaft 
Should we fubmit our limits, while each wind 
Aflifts the ftream and fail, ^d the wide main 
Wooes us in ev'ry port i See Belgium build. 
Upon the foodful brine, her envy'd powV j 
And, half her people floating on the wave. 
Expand her flfhy regions. Thus our ifle» 
Thus only may Britannia be enlarged.— 

But 
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Bat whither, by the vifions of the theme 
Smit with fublime delight, but whither ftrays 
The raptur'd mufe, forgetful of her talk ? 

No common pleafure warms the gen'rous mind. 
When it beholds the labors of the loom ; - 
How widely round the globe they are difpers'd. 
From little tenements by wood or croft. 
Through many a flender path, how fedulous. 
As rills to rivers broad, they fpced their way 
To public roads, to Foffe, or Watling-ftreet, 
Or Armine, ancient works ; and thence explore. 
Through ev'ry navigable wave, the fea, ^rp 
That laps the green earth round : thro' Tync, and 
Thro* Weare, and Lune, and merchandizing Hull, 
And Swale, and Aire whofe cryftal waves refle£l , 
The various colours of the tindlur'd web ; 
Through Ken, fwift rolling down his rocky dale. 
Like giddy youth impetuous, then at Wick 
Curbing his train, and, with the fober pace 
Of cautious eld, meand'ring to the deep ^ 
Thro' Dart, and fullen £xe, whofe murm'ring wave 
£Avies the Dune and Rother, who have won 
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The ferge aad kerfie to their blanching ftreams i 
Through Towy, winding under Merlin's tow'rsy 
And Ufkf that frequent^ among hoary rockSp 
On her deep waters paints th' impending fcene^ 
Wild torrents, craggs, & woods, & mountain (howi* 
The northern Cambrians, an induftrious tribe^ 
Carry their labors on pigmean fteeds, 

, Of fize exceeding not Leiceftrian fheep. 
Yet ftrong and fprightly : over hill and dale 

' They travel unfatigued, and lay their bales 
In Salop's ftreets, beneath whofe lofty walls. 
Pearly Sabrina waits them with her barks, 
And fpreads the fwelling iheet. For no-wbere ftr 
From fome tranfparent river's naval courfe 
Arife, and fall, our various hills. and vales, 
No-where far diftant from the maited wharf. 
We need not vex the ftrong laborious hand 
With toil enormous, as th' Egyptian king. 
Who join'd the fable waters of the Nile> 
From Memphis' tow'rs, to th' £rythr«an gulph : 
Or as the monarch of enfe^led Gaul, 
Whofe will imperious forc'd an hundred ftreams^ 

Through 
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Through many a foreft, many a fpacious w11d» 
To ftretch their fcanty trains from fea to ica. 
That fome unprofitable IkiiF might float 
Acrofs irriguous dales, and hollow'd rocks* 

Far eaGer pains may fwell our gentler floods^ * 
And through the center of the ifle conduft 
To naval union. Trent and Severn's wave^ 
By plains alone dilparted, woo to join 
Majeftic Thamis. With their filver urna 
The nimble-footed Naiads of the fpringa 
Await, upon the dewy lawn, to fpeed 
And celebrate the union j and the light 
Wood-nynlphs; & thofe, who o'er the grots prefid«^ 
Whofe ftores bituminous, with fparkling fires. 
In fummer's tedious abfence, chear the fwainsy 
Long fitting at the loom ; and thofe befides. 
Who crown, with yellow fheaves, the farmer^shopcsj 
And all the genii of commerical toil : . . 
Thefe on the dewy lawns await, to fpeed 
And celebrate the union, that the fleece. 
And glofly web, to ev'ry port around ' 
May lightly glide aU>ng. Ev'n now behold, 

Adown 
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Adown a thoufand floods, the burden'd barks. 
With white fails glift'ning, thro' the gloomy woods 
Hafte to their harbours. See the filver maze 
Of ftately Thamis, ever chequer'd o'er 
With deeply-laden barges, gliding fmooth 
And conftant as his ftream : in growing pomp. 
By Neptune ftill attended, flow he rolls 
To great Augufta's mart, where lofty trade. 
Amid a thoufand golden fpires enthroned. 
Gives audience to the world : the ftrand around 
Clofe fwarms with bufy crowds of many a realm. 
What bales, what wealth, what induftry, what fleets ! 
Lo, from the fimple fleece how much proceeds. 
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NOW, with our woolly treafures amply ftorM^ 
Glide the tall fleets into this wid'ning main, 
A floating forcft : cv'ry fail, unfurfd, 
3welh to the wind, and gilds the azure fky. 
Mean tim^, in pleaftng care, tlie pilot fteers 
Steady ; with eye intent upon the fteel. 
Steady, before the breeze, the pilot fteers : 
While gaily o*er the waves the mountain prow* 
Dance, like a flioal of dolphins, and begin 
To ftreak with various paths the hoary deep. 
Batavia's (hallow founds by fome are fought. 
Or fandy*Elb or Wefcr, who receive , 

The fwain's and peafant's toil witkgrateful hand. 
Which copious gives return : while fomeelcplore • 
Deep Fbnic gulphSf and a new Ihore and inart. 

The 
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The bold creation of that Kefar's powV, 
niuftrious Peter, whofe magnific toils 
Repair the diftant Cafpian, and reftore 
To trade its ancient ports. Some Thanet's ftrand. 
And Dover's chalky cliff, behind them turn. 
Soon finks away the green and level beach * 

Of Rumney marifh and Rye's filent port^ 
By angry Neptune clos'd, and Ve£U'8 ifle. 
Like the pale moon in vapor, faintly bright* 
An hundred opening marts are fe^n, are loft ; 
Devonia's hills retire, and Edgecomb mounts 
Waving its gloomy groves, delicious fcene. 
Yet ftcady o'er the waves they ftecr : and now 
The flu&uating world of waters wide, 
In boundlefs magnitude, around them fwells ; 
O'er whofe imaginary brim, nor towns, , 
Nor woods, nor mountain tops, nor aught appears, 
'But Phoebus* orb, refulgent lamp of light. 
Millions of leagues aloft : heav'n's azure vault 
Bends over-head, majeftic, to its bafe. 
Uninterrupted clear circumference ; 
Till, rifm^ o'er the flick'ring wave;, the cape 
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Of Finlftcrre, a cloudy fpot, appears. 
Again, and oft, th' adventurous fails difperfe ; 
Tbefe to Iberia, others to the coaft 
Of Luiitania, th' ancient Tharfis deem*d 
Of Solomon ; fair regions, with the webs 
Of Norwich pleas'd, or thofe of Manchefler } 
Light airy doathing for their vacant fwains^ 
And vifionary monks. We, in return 
Receive Cantabrian fteel, and fleeces foft, 
Segovian or Caftilian, far renown'd ; 
And gold's attradive metal, pledge of wealth. 
Spur of activity, to good or ill 
Powerful incentive ; or Hefperian fruits. 
Fruits of fpontancous growth, the citron bright. 
The fig, and orange, and heart-chearing wine^ 

Thofe (hips, from oCean broad, which voyage 
The gates of Hercules % find many feas, f ^^^^"6*^ 
And bays unnumber'd, opening to their keels j 
fiut fhores inhofpitable oft, to fraud 
And rapine turn*d, or dreary trails become 
Ofdefolation. The proud Roman coafts, 

• TbefriigbU of GUraltar. 
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Fairn, like the PuniCf to the dalhing vfVfe$ 
Refign their ruins : Tiber's boafted flood, 
Whofe pompous moles o'erlook'd the fubjefl deept 
Now creeps along, thro' brakes and yellow duft. 
While Neptune fcarce perceives its murm'riBg rill : 
Such are th' effeds, when virtue flacks ber haiui i 
Wild nature back returns : along theie (bores 
Negleded trade with difEculty toils, 
Colledipg flender ftores, the fun-dry'd grape. 
Or capers from the rock, that prompt die lafic 
Of luxury* £v'n Egypt's fertile ftrand. 
Bereft of human difcipline, has lofl: 
Its ancient luflre : Alexandria's port. 
Once the metropolis of trade, as Tyre, 
And elder Sidon, as the Attic town. 
Beautiful Athens, as rich Corinth, Rhodes, 
Unbonouifd droops. Of all the num'roos marts. 
That in thofe glitt'ring feas with fplendor rofe. 
Only Byzantium, of peculiar fitc. 
Remains in profp'rous fiiate ; and TripoliSy 
And Smyrna, (acred ever to the mak. 
To thefe refort the delegates of trade. 

Social 
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Social in life, a virtuous brotherhood ; 

And bales of fofteft wool from Bradford looms. 

Or Stroud, difpenfe/yet fee, with vain regret. 

Their ftores, once highly prized, no longer now 

Or fought, or valued : copious webs arrive, 

Smooth-wov'n of other than Britannia's fleece. 

On the throngM ftrand alluring ; the great fkill 

Of Gaul, and greater induftry, prevails ; 

That proud imperious foe. Yet ah— 'tis not 

Wrong not the Gaul j it is the foe within. 

Impairs our ancient marts : it is the bribe % 

'Tis he, who pours into the Cbops of trade 

That impious poifon : it is he, who gains 

The facred feat of parliament by means. 

That vitiate and emafculate the mind ; 

By floth, by lewd intemperance, and a fcene 

Of riot, wotfe than that which ruinM Rome* 

This, this the Tartar, and remote Chinefe, 

And all the brotherhood of life, bewail. 

Mean-time (while thofe, who dare be juft^ oppofe 

The various pow'rs of many-headed vice), 

Yc delegates of trade, by patience rife 

^ X 0*er 
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O'er difSculties : in this fultry dime 
Note what is found of ufe : the fiix of goat» 
Red-wool> and balm, and caufee's berry brown^ 
Or dropping guo), or opium's lenient drug ^ 
Unnumber'd arts await them : trifles oft. 
By fkilful labor, rife to high efleem. 
Nor what the peafant, near fome lupid ware^ 
Pa£lolus, Simoi's, or Meander flow, 
Renown'd in flqry, with his plough u|>-|iirn6^ 
NegleS ; the hoary medal, and the vafc. 
Statue and bujft, of old magnificence 
Beautiful reliques : oh, could modern time 
Keftore the mimic art, and the cle^ mien 
Of patriot fages, Walsin^^hams aod YoitKIs^ 
And Cecils, in long-IaAing ftonf pr^ferve ! 
But mimic art and nature are imp^irM— - 
Impair'd they feem— or in a varied drefs 
Delude our eyes : the world in change delights ; 
Change then your fearches, with the varied modfi^ 
And wants of realms. Sabean frankincense 
Rare is coUe^ed now : few altars foioke 
Now in the idol fane ; Pancbaia vkwM 

4 Trade** 
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Tradc'^ bafy fleets rcgardfefs pafs her coaft t 
Nor freqacitt are the freights of fnow-whit© woofsj 
Since Rome, no more the miftrefs of the world. 
Varies her garb, and treads her darkenM ftrects 
With gloomy coul, majeftical no more. 

See the dark fpirit of tyrannic pow'r* 
The Thracian channel, long the road of tradd 
To Ae deep Euxine and its naval ftreanw^ 
And the Mceotis, now is barr'd with chains. 
And forts of hoftlle battlement : in aught 
That joys mankind the arbitrary Turk 
Delights not : infolent of rule, be fpreads 
Thraldom and defolation o'er his realms. 

Another path to Scythians wide domain* 
Commerce dtfcovers : the Livonian gulph 
Receives her fails, and leads them to the pert 
Of rifingPetcrffiufgh, whofe fplendid ftrects 
Swell with the webs of Leeds : the Coflac there^ 
TheCalmuc, and Mungalian, round the baks 
In crowds rcfort, and their warmed limbs enfold^ 
Delighted J and the hardy Samdfd;^ 

L % Rough 
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Rough with the flings of froft, from his dark caves 
^fcends, and thither haftes, ere winter's rage 
Overtake his homeward ftep ; and they that dwell 
Along the banks of Don's and Volga-s ftre^uns ; 
And bord'erers of the Cafpian, who renew 
That ancient path to India's climes, which fill'd 
With proudeft affluence the Colchian ftate. 

Many have been the ways to thofe renown'd 
Luxuri^t climes of Indus, early known 
To Memphis j to the port of wealthy Tyre j 
To Tadmor, beauty of the wilderncfs. 
Who dowi\ the long Euphrates fent her fail$ *, 
And facred Salem, when her nuoi'rous fleets^ 
From Ezion-geber, pafs'd th' Arabian gulph. 

But later times, more fortunate, have foundj ~^ 
O'er ocean's open wave, a furer courfe. 
Sailing the weftern coaft of Afric's realms. 
Of .Mauritania, and Nigritian trads, 
And jflands of the Gorgades, the bounds^ 
On jthe Atlantic brine, of ancient trade j 
But not of modern^ by th^ virtue led 

Of 
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Of Gama and Columbus. The whole globe 
Is now» of commerce, made the fcene immenfe; 
Which daring fliips frequent, affociated, 
Like^doves, or fwallows, in th' ethereal flood. 
Or, like the eagle, folitary feen. 

Some, with more open courfe, to Indus fleer ; 
Some coaft from port to port, with various men 
And manners converfant 5 of th* angry furge. 
That thunders loud, and fpreads the cliffs with foam, 
Regardl^s, or the monfters of the deep, 
Porpoife, or grampus, or the rav*nous fhark. 
That chafe their keels 5 or threatening rock, o'erhead. 
Of Atlas old ; beneath the threatening rocks, 
Rccklefs, they furl their fails, and, bartering, take 
Soft flakes of wool ; for in foft flakes of wool, 
Like the Silurian, Atlas' dales abound. 

The fhores of Sus inhofpitable rife. 
And high Bejador ; Zara too difplays 
Unfruitful defarts ; Gambia's wave inifles 
An ouzy coaft, and peftilential ills 
Diffitfes wide ', behind are burning fands^ 

L 3 Adverfe 
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AdveHe to life^ and Nilus' hidden fount* 

On Guinea's Atltry firand» the dnip'qr light 
Of Mancbefter or Norwicb is beftpi/d 
For clear tranfpar«nt gums, and diuSile wax^ 
And fnow- white iv'ry $ y«t the valued trade. 
Along this barb'rous coafty in tdling^ wounds 
The gen'rous heart, the fale of wretdied flaives ; 
Slaves, by their tribes condemn -d, exchang^g death 
For life-long fervitude ; feVere exchange ! 
Thefe till our fertile colonies^ whioh yieU 
The fugar-caoCy and the Tobag^leaf^ 
And various new produdionsi that invite 
Increafing navies to their crooded wharft^ 

But let the man, whofe roiigh tempeftuoiis hoHJt 
In this advent'fous traffic ar« involv'd^ 
With juft humanity of heart purfun 
The gainful commerce : wickedneft is bUnd : 
Their fable chieftains may in future times 
Burft their frail bonds, and vengeance exBCote 
On cruel unrelenting pride of heart 
And av'acet Tb^K are iU9 to come for Crimea. 

Hoc 
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Hot Guinea tdo' gives yellow daft of goM, 
Which, with her risrers, roHs adown the fides 
Of unknown hilb, where ffery-winged winds. 
And fahdy deTatts roused by fudden ilorms, 
All fearch forbid : .howe'er, on either hand 
Vallies ai^d f^feafimt plains, ^nd mahy a tra6l: 
Deemed tminhabkable erft, are feund 
Fertile oijMl^^pdous : their fstble tribed. 
In fhade of verdaiit grov.es, aild mountains tall. 
Frequent enjoy th6 cool defcent of raijt> 
And foft refrdfbing breezes : no): are Itdcel 
Here wanting $ ^k>ft a fta-wide furlface fpread, 
Whi<3i Ocf^ diHant Nile and Senegal 
S^it\d long niesHfi^rs : whatever Hes beyond. 
Of rich or barren, ignorance o'ercafts 
With her dark maritte. Mon'motapa's coafl; 
Is feldom vHtted ;- and die rough &ore 
OfCafres, land of ftvage itotientoits^ 
Whofe htfhds unnatural hvMtx to the gru^^e 
Their aged parents : what barbarity 
And bnftal ighoraftce^ where focial trade 
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Is held contemptible ! Ye gliding fails^ 
From thefe inbofpitable gloomy ihores 
Indignant turn, and to the friendly Cape, 
Which gives the chearful mariner good hope 
Of profp'rous voyage, ftccr : rqoice to view. 
What trade, with Belgian induftry, creates, 
Profpe£ls of civil life, fair towns, and lawns. 
And yellow tilth, and groves of various fruits^ 
Delegable in huflc or gloily rind ; 
There the capacious vafc from cryftal fpringt] 
Replenifh, and convenient ftore provide^ 
Like ^nts, intelligent of future need. 

See, through the fragrance of delicious airs. 
That breathe the fmell of balms, l\ow traffic fhape^ 
A winding voyage, by the lofty coaft 
Of Sofala, thought Ophir ; in whofe hills 
Ev'n yet fome portion of its ancient wealth 
Remains, and fparkles in the yellow fand 
Of its clear ftreams, though ynregarded now; 
Ophirs more rich arc found. With cafy courfc 
The veflels glide j unlefs their fpced be ftopp'd 
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By dead calms j that oft lie on thofe fmooth feas 

While ev'ry zephyr fleeps : then the fhrouds dropf 

The downy feather, on the cordage hung, , 

Moves not ; the flat fea fhines like yellow gold^ 

Fus*d in the fire ; or like the marble floor 

Of fome old temple wide. But where fo wide^ 

In old or later time, its marble floor 

Did ever temple boaft as this, which here 

Spreads its bright level many a league around 21 

At folemn diftances its pillars rife, 

Sofal's blue rocks, Mozambic*s palmy fteeps. 

And lofty Madagafcar's glittering (bores. 

Where various woods of beauteous vein and huc^ 

And glofl[y (hells An elegance of form, 

For Pond's rich cabinet, or Sloane's, are founds 

Such calm oft checks their courfe, 'till this bright fcetig 

Is bru(h'd away before the rifing breeze. 

That joys the bufy crew, and fpeeds again 

The fail fuU-fwelling to Socotra's ifle. 

For aloes fam'd j or to the wealthy marts 

Of Ormus or Gombroon, whofe ftreets are oft 

With 
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With caravans and tawny merchants tbroi^dy 
From neighb'rtng provinces and realms afar ; 
And fiird with plenty, though dry fandy waftet 
Spread naked round ; fo great the pow'r of trade. 

Perfia few ports ;, more happy Indoftan 
Beholds Surat and Goa on her coafls. 
And Bombay's wealthy ifle, and harbour fan/d^ 
Supine beneath the (hade of cocoa groves* 
Bat what avails, or many ports or few ? 
Where wild ambition frequent ffom his lair 
Starts up ; white fell revenge and famine leads 
To havoc, recklefs of the fyrant's whip. 
Which clanks along the valties ; oft in vain 
The merchant fecks upon the ftrand, whom erft, 
Aflbctated by trade, he deck'd and cloath'd ; 
In vain, whom rage or famine has devourM, 
He feeks ; and with increas'd afFe£lion thinks 
On Britain. Still howe'er Bombaya's wharf^ 
Pile up blue mdigo, and, of frequent ufe. 
Pungent falt-pctre, woods of purple grarn. 
And many-colour'd faps from leaf and flow V, 

An4 
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And various gums 5 tbeclothierlcaoivslheir worth ( 
And wool refesabtixig cotton,^ iborii (rom trees^ 
Not to the fleece unfriendly ; whether mucit 
In wfirp or w^oof^ or with the line of flax. 
Or fofter filk's material : though its aid 
To vulgar ejnes appears not ; kt none deem 
The fleece, in any traffic, unconcerned ; 
By ev'ry traffic aided ^ -yghtk each work 
Of art yields wealth to exercife theloom, 
Apd ev'ry loom employs each hand of art. 
Nor is there wheel in the machine of trade. 
Which Leeds, or Cairo, Lima, or Bombay^ 
Helps not, with harmony, te turn around. 
Though aH, unconiciotia of the union, a6l« 

Few the peculiars of Canara*s realm. 
Or fultry Malabar ; where it behovea 
The wary pilot. While he coafts their {horesj 
To mark o'er ocean the thick Fifing ifles ; 
Woody Cbaetta, Birter rough with rocks; 
Green-rifing Barmur, Mincoy's purjde bills | 
Aod the minute Matdivias, s(e a fwana 

01 
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Pf bees in fummer, on a poplar's trunk, 
Cluft'ring innumerable ; thefe behind 
His ftern receding, o'er the douds he views 
Ceylon's grey peaks, from whofe volcano's rife 
Dark fmoke and ruddy flame, and glaring rocks 
Darted in air aloft ; around wbofe feet 
Blue clifFs afcend, and aromatic groves. 
In various profpedl ; Ceylon alfo deem'd 
The ancient Ophir. Next Bengala's bay. 
On the vaft globe the deepeft, v^rhile the prow 
Turns northward to the rich difputed ftrand 
Of Cormandel, where traffic grieves to fee 
Difcord and Avarice invade her realms. 
Portending ruinous war, and cries aloud. 
Peace, peace, ye blinded Britons, and ye Gauls ; 
Nation to nation is a light, a fire. 
Enkindling virtue, fciences, and zrts : 
But cries aloud in vain. Yet wife defence, 
Againfl ambition's wide-deflroying pride, 
Madrs^s erected, and Saint-David's fort. 
And tbofe which rife on Ganges' twenty ftreams. 

Guarding 
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Guarding the woven fleece, Calcutta's towV> 
And Maldo's and Patana's : from their holds 
The ihining bales our favors deal abroad^ 
And fee^the country's produfb, in exchange. 
Before them heap'd ; cotton's tranfparent welis. 
Aloes, and cai&a, falutiferous drugs, 
Alom, and lacque, and clouded tortoifefhell, 
And brilliant diamonds, to decorate 
Britannia's blooming nymphs« For thefe, o'er all 
The kingdoms round, our drap'ries are difpers'd. 
O'er Biikor, Cabul, and the Ba£lrian vales. 
And Caflimere, and Atoc, on the ftream 
Of old Hydafpes, Porus' hardy realm ; 
And lat^-difcovered Tibet, where the fleece. 
By art peculiar, is comprefs'd and wrought 
To th/eadlefs drap'ry, which in conic forms. 
Of various hues, their gaudy roofs adorns. 
,/The keels, which voyage through Molucca's 
Amid a cloud of fpicy odors, fail, *• ^ 

From Java and Sumatra breath'd, whofe woods 
Yield fiery pepper, that deftrpys the moth 

jL la 
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In woolly veftures : TernaCe and Tidoie 
Give totbe feftal botfd the fragrant dove 
And nutmegs to thofe narrow bounds confined ^ 
While gracious nature^ with unfparing band^ 
The needs of life o*er ev'ry region pours* 

Near thofe delicious ifies, the beauteous coaft 
Of China rears its fummits* Know ye not> 
Ye Tons of trade> tiiat ever*ibw'ry fiiore^ 
Thofe assure hills^ thofe woods and nodding rocks t 
Compare them with the piflures ot yevr chart ; 
Alike th^ woods and nodding rocks overhang. 
Now the tall glofiy towers of porcdane, 
And pillarM pagods ihine ^ sejcHc'd tbey^ fee 
The port of Canton op'ning to their prow^^ 
And in the winding of the river moor* 

Upon cfafiilrand they heap their gloily bales^ 
And workaof Birmingham, in brafs or fleel^ 
And flint, and pond'rous lead from deep eeHs rais'd^ 
Fit ballaft in the fury of the ftorm. 
That tears the flirouds, and bends the ftubbom maft: 
Thefe, for the arti(b of the fleece^ procure 

Variout 
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Various materials ; and, for affluent life. 
The flavour'd thea and glofiy painted vafe; 
Things ebegant, ill-titled luxuries. 
In temperance us'd, dele£lable and good. 
They too from hence receive the ftrongefl thread 
Of the green filkwor oi. Various is the weakh 
Of that renownM and ancient land, fecurc 
In conftant peace and commerce j till'd to tb* height 
Of rich fertility ; where, thick as ftars. 
Bright habitatipns glitter on each hill. 
And rock» and fludy dale ; ev'n on the waves 
Of copious rivers, lakes and bord'ring feas. 
Rife floating villages ; no wonder ; when. 
In ev'ry province, firm and level roads. 
And long canals, and navigable ftreanis« 
Ever, with eafe, conduct the works of toil 
To fare and fpeedy markets, through the Imgdi 
Of many a crowded region^ many a clime. 
To th* imperial towVs of Cambalu, 
Now Pekin, where the fleece is not unknown ; 
Since Calder's woofs> and thofe of £xe and Frome^ 

And 
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And Yarc, and Avon flow, and rapid Trent, 
Thither by Ruflic caravans are brought, ^ ... 
Through Scythia's nuniVous regions, wafte and 
Journey immenfe ! which, to th* attentive ear. 
The mufe, in faithful notes, fhall brief defcribe. 

From the proud mart of Peterfburg, ere-while 
The wat'ry feat of defolation wide, 
Ifliie thefe trading caravans, and urge. 
Thro* dazh'ng fnows, their dreary tracklefs road ; 
By compafs fleering oft, from week to week. 
From month to month ; whole feafons view their 
Neva they pafs, and Kefma's gloomy flood, L * 
Volga, and Don,, and Oka's torrent prone. 
Threatening in vain ; and many a cataract. 
In its fall flopped, and bound with bars of ice. 

Clofe on the left uni>umber'd trads they view 
White with continual froft ; and on the right 
The Cafpian lake, and ever-flow'ry realms. 
Though now abhorr'd, behind them turn, the haunt 
Of arbitrary rule, where regions wide 
Are deftin'd to the fword; and on each hand 

Roads 
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Roads hung with carcafes, or under foot 
Thick ftrown j while, in their rough bewildered vales. 
The blooming rofe its fragrance breathes in vain. 
And lllver fountains fall, and nightingales 
Attune their notes, where none are left to hear. 

Sometimes o'er level ways, on eafy fleds. 
The genVous horfe conveys the fons of trade s 
And ever and anon the* docile dog ; 
And now the light rein-deer, with rapid pace. 
Skims over icy lakes ; now flow they clinib 
Aloft o'er clouds, and then aidown defcend 
To hollow valiies, till the eye beholds 
The roofs of Tobol, whofc hill-crowning walls 
Shine, like the riiing moon^ tbro^ wat'ry mifts :. 
Tobol, th' abode of thofe unfortunate 
Exiles of angry ftatc, and thralls of war ; 
Solemn fraternity ! where carl, and prince. 
Soldier, and ftatefman, and uncrefted chief, . 
On the dark level of adverfity, 
Converfe familiar ; while, amid the cares 
/Vnd toils for hunger, thirft, and nakednefs, ;' 

M * Th^ir 
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Their little public fmiles, and the bright fparks 
Of trade are kindled : trade arifes (tft. 
And virtue, from adverfity and want : 
Be witneis, Carthage, witaefs, ancient Tyre, 
And thou, Batavia, daughter of diftrefs. 
This, with his hands, which erft the truncheon held,^ 
The hammer lifts ; another bends and weaves 
The flexile willow ; that the ms^ttoc drives ; 
All are employ'd ; and by their works acquire 
Our fleecy veftures • From their tenements, 
Pleas'd and refrc(h'd, proceeds the caravan 
Thro' liyely-fpreading cultures, paftures green> 
And yellow tillages in op'ning woods : 
' Thence on, thro' Narim's wild?, a pathlefs road 
They force, wi^h rough entangling thorns perplext j 
Land of the lazy Qftiacs, thin difpers'd. 
Who, by avoiding, meet the toils they loathe. 
Tenfold augmented $ miferable tribe. 
Void of commercial comforts : who, nor corn, 
JJor pulfe, ijor oil, nor hcart-Brenliv'ning wine, 
K^PW to procure i nor fps^de^ nor fcythe, nor ihare, 
' Nof 
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Nor fecial aid : beneath their thornjr bc4 
The ferpent hifles, while in thickets nigh 
Loud howls the hungry wolf. So on they fiare) 
And pafs by fpacious hikes^ begirt with rodc$ 
And a^^ure mountains ; and the heights admire 
Of while Imaus, wfaoie ihow-»nodding craggs 
Frighten the realms beneath, and from their urns 
Pour mighty rivers down, th' impetuous ftreams 
Of Oby, and Irtis^ and Jenifca, fwift,. 
Which ruih upon the northern pok, upheave 
Its frozen feas, and lift their hills of ice* 

Thefe rugged palhs mi fiivage Isiullsapjss pai^M, 
A new fcene ftrikes their eyes : among the clouis 
Aloft they view, what kcms a chain of clillf. 
Nature's proud work i that matchlefe work of «rt. 
The wall of Sina, by ChIHOHAm'* pow*r. 
In earlicft times, erefted. Warlike troops 
Frequent arc fcen in haughty march along 
Its ridge, a vaft extent, beyond the length 
Of many a potent empire j tow'rs and ports. 
Three times a tboufand, lift thereon their brows 

M 2 At 
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At equal fpaccs, and in profpcd 'round 
Citie§, and plains, and kingdoms, overlook. 

At length the gloomy paffage they attain 
Of its deep-vaulted gates, whofe opening fold^ 
Condud at length to Pekin^^litt'ring fpires. 
The dcftin'd mart, where joyous tbq|r arrive. 

Thus are the texture of the fleece conyey'd 
To Sina^s diftant realmt (he utmoft bound 
Of the flat flooF of ftedfaft earth ; for fo 
Fabled antiquity, ere peaceful trade 
Informed the op'ning mind of curious mai^. 

Now to the other hemifphere, rny mufe, 
A new world found, extend thy daring wing. 
Be thou the firft of the harmonious Nine 
From high Pamaflus, the unwcary*d toils 
Of induftry and valour, in that world 
Triumph^it, to reward with tuneful fong. 

Happy the voyage, o'er (h* Atlantifc brine. 
By adlive Raleigh made, ^nd great the joy^ 
IjVhen he difcern'd, above the foamy furgc, 
^ rifing coafl:, for future colcmics^ 

Pp^ning. 
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Op'ning her bays, and figuring her capeS^ 
£v*n from the northern tropic to the pole. 
No land gives more employment to the loom^ 
Or kindlier feeds the indigent ; no land 
With more variety of wealth rewards 
The band of labor : thither, from the wrongs 
Of lawleis rule, the free-born fpirit flies i 
Thither aflU<$on, thither poverty, 
And arts and fciencies : thrice happy clime. 
Which Britain makes th^ afylum of mankinds 

Butjoy fuperior far his bofom warmsj 
Who views thofe fliores in ev'ry culture drefs'd ; 
With hat>itations gay^ and numerous towns. 
On bill and valley $ and his countrymen 
Form'd into various ftates, powerful and rich^- 
In regions far remote : who from our looms 
Take largely for themielved, and for thofe tribes 
Of Indians, ancient tenants of the land^ 
In amity Conjoined, of civil life 
The comforts taught, and various new defires| 
Which Jcindie arts^ and occupy the poor, 

M 3 And 
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And fpread Britamiia*8 fiocks o*er ev'ry dale. 

Ye, who the flrattle caft along the loom. 
The filkworm's thread inweaving with the fleece. 
Pray for the culture of the Georgian tra£t, - 
Nor flight the green favannahs, and the plains 
Of Carolina, where thick woods arifc 
Of mulberries, and in whofc watered fields 
Up fprings the verdant blade of thirfly rice. 
Where are the happj regfons, which affonl 
More implements of commerce, and of wealth ? 

Fertile Virginia, like a vig'rous bough. 
Which overfhadcs fome cryftal river, fpreads 
Her wealthy cultivations Wide around. 
And, more than many a fpacious realm, rewards 
The fleecy fliuttle : to her growing marts 
The Iroqttefe, Cheroques, andOabacks, cooie, . 
And quit their feath'ry ornamenrs uncouth. 
For woolly garments j aftd the cheers of life. 
The cheers, but not the vices, learn to taftc. 
Blufh^ European^, whom the circling cup 
Of luxury intoxicates; ye routs^ 

Who, 
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Who, for your crimes^ have fled your native land % 

And ye Voluptuous idle, wfao^ in vsun, 

Sefik ekfy habitadons, vdd of care ; 

The fohs of nature, with aftomibnient, 

Afid detcftatioD^ mark your evil deeds ; . 

And view^ no longer aw'tly your nervdeft arms^ 

Unfit to oldtivate Ohio's banks. 

.See the bbld emigrants of Accadae, . 
And Maflacfattfet, happy in thofe arts^ - 
That join the^ polities of . trade and 'war^ 
Bearing the p?ilii^ in' either ; they appear^ 
Bettei' exeniplars ; And that haidycreir, . 

Who, , oh the frozen beach of Newfoundland, 
Hang t];idc white fifli amid the parching winds i 
The kindly fl^, in webs of Dnffisld woof» 
Their limbs, .benumVd^ eitfoldl with dieerly 

^ • watmtlii 
And frise of (^ipnbria, w^m by thofe,: who feek» 
Thro' gulphs and dal«» of Hudfon's winding bl^y^ 
The beavrr'afhr, il^\^ Aey ibek in vain^. . 
While wiafiet's£50^.fi^.4ie^.ap|lia^ ^ 

M4 Ev^o 
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£v'n in the fiftieth latitude. Say why 
(If ye, the trayell'd fons of commerce, know). 
Wherefore lie bound their river$, lakes, and dales. 
Half the fun's annual courfe, in chains of ice? 
While the Rhine's fertile fhore, and Gallic realms,* 
By the fame zone encircled^ long enjoy 
Warm beams pf Phoebus, and, fupine, behold 
Their plains and hillocks bluih with duft'ring vines. 

Muft it be ever thus i or may the hand 
Of mighty labor drain their gufty lakes^ 
Enlarge the bfight'ning (ky^ and, peopling^ watrm 
The op'ning vallies, and the yellowing plains i 
Or rather {hall we burft ftrong Darien's chain. 
Steer :our bold fleets between the cloven rocks. 
And through the great Pacific evVy joy 
Of civil life diffufe i Are not her ifles 
Numerous and large ? Have they hot hafboUrs calm^ 
Inhabitants, and manners i haply, too, 
Peculiar fciences, and other forojl 
Of trade, and ufeful prodii£b, to exchange 
For woolly veftarts ? 'Tis a tedious courfe 

By 
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By the Aiitsu;£lic circle : nor beyond 
Thofe fea-wnipt gardens of the dulcet reed, 
Bahama and Caribbee, may be found 
Safe mole or harbour, till on Falkland's ifle 
The ftandard of Britannia (hall arife. 
Proud Buenos Aires, low-couched Panguay^ 
And rough Corrientes, mark, with hoftile ef€p 
The laboring veilH : neither may we truft 
The dreary naked Patagonian land. 
Which darkens in the wind. No traffick there. 
No barter for the fleece* There angry ftorms 
Bend their black brows, and, raging, burl around 
Their thunders. Ye advent'rous mariners. 
Be £rm ; take courage from the brave. 'Twas tberie 
Perils andconflifis inexpreffible 
Anson, with fteady andeipairing breaft, 
Endur'd, when o'er the various globe he chasM 
His country's foes. Faft-ga.th'ring tempefts rous'd 
Huge ocean, and involv'd him : aU around 
Wjbirl^ind, and (now, and hail, and horror : now,. 
Rat>idly, with the world of waters, down 

Defcending 
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Defcending to the chaniuiii cf the deep. 
He vicw'd th^ uncovered bottom of th' abyfa-; 
And now the ftars^ upon the loitieft point 
Tofs'd of the fky-mlx'd furges. Oft the burft 
Of loudeft thunder, with the dafh of feas» 
Tore the wild-flying fails and tumbling malb; 
Whiles flames, thick-'fla/hing in the gloom, revealM 
Kuins of decks and (hrouds, and fights of death; 

Yet on he far'd> with fortitude his chear^ 
Gaining,, at intervals, flow way beneath 
Del Fuego's rugged cliffs, and the white ridge^ 
Above all height, by opening clouds revealM, 
Of Montegorda, and inacceffible 
Wrcck-threat'tting Staten-lands overhanging fiiore. 
Enormous rocks on rocks, in erer-^wild 
Pofture of falling j as when Pelion, reart 
On Ofli, and on Ofla's tott'ring head 
Woody Olympusyby the angry gods 
Precipitate on earth were doom'd to falL 

At length, thro* ev*ry tempeft, as fome hnncA^ 
Which ftom a poplar falls into a loud 

Impetuous 



d by Google 



BodKlV. THE FLEECE-; 187 

Impetuous cataraH, tlioii^ dcsp immtrft*^ 

Yet reafcends, ami glides, on Uke ot flto^ily 

Smooth thro' the valHes ; fo Ks way Kt \9tm 

To the ferene Pacific, flood immenfe. 

And rear'd his lofty mafts, atid fpread his fafly. 

Then Paita's walh, in wafting flames invo^y. 

His vehge^nce felt, ^nd fair occafion gate 

• 

To fliew humanity and corttinente^ 

To Scipio's not inferior. Theh was fcft 

No corner of the globe fccure to prJdfe 

And violence : although the far^etcb*4 emit 

Of Chili, and Peru, and Mexic<^ 

Arm'd in their evil ^raufe ; though fell^iflifi^ 

Un*bating labor, tedious time, confpir^d. 

And heat inclement, to unnerve his fdMi 

Tho' that wide fea, which fpreads o'er half th^ W^li^ 

Deny'd aU hofpitaUe land or port ; 

Where, feafons vc^agitij^^ Ho road he feiiliA 

To moor, no bottom in A* abyfs, whtrtbh 

To drop the faft*niitg anchor ; tho' Wd ^9$k 

Companions ^eas^d, (ubdu'd by toil exttffOe^ 

2 Thottj^ 
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Thou^ fblitiry left in Tiniaa's feas» 
Wher^ norer was before the dreaded found 
Of Britain's thunder heard ; his wave- worn bark 
Met) fought, the proud Iberian^ and o'ercame. 
So fare it ever with our country's foes. 

Rgoice, ye nations, vindicate the fwaj^ 
Ordain'd for common happinefs* Wide, o'ef 
The globe terraqueous, let Britannia pour 
The fruits/of plenty from her copious hornx 
What can avail to her, whofe fertile earth 
By ocean's briny waves are circumfcrib'd^ 
The armed hoft, and murd'ring fword of war. 
And conqueft o'er her neighbours? She ne'er breaks. 
Her folemn compacts, in the luft of rule : 
Studious of arts and trade, Ihe ne'«r diftuxbs 
T'he holy peace of ftates. 'Tis her delight 
To fold the world with harmony, and fpread,; 
Among the habitations of mankind. 
The various, wealth of toil, and what her fleece. 
To dothe the naked, and her Ikilful looms, 
Pecnliar give* Ye too rejoice, ye fwains ; 

Increafmg 
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Increafing commerce Ihall reward yoar caret, 
A day will come, if not too deep we drink 
The cup, which luxury on carelefs wealth. 
Pernicious gift, beftows ; a day will corneal 
When,^hro' new channels failing^ we fliall dodw 
The Californian coaft, and all the realms 
That ftretcb from Anian's ftreights to proud Japan ^ 
And the green ifles, which on the left arife 
XTpon the glaiTy brine, wl^ofe varJQus capef 
Not yet are figurM on the failors chart : 
Then evVy variation (hall be told 
Of the magnetjc fteel ; and current; mark'd. 
Which drive the beedlef3 veflel from her courfe. 
That portion too of land, a tra£): immenfe. 
Beneath tb' Antar£tic fpread, (hall then be known^ 
And new plantatipns oil it^ coaft arife* 
Then rigid winter's ice ifio more il^all WQun4 
The only naked animal ^ but mai^ 
With the foft fleece (hall eycry-wherc be cloath'd, 
Th' exulting mufe ihall then, in vigor frefh, 
^er flight renew* Mean^while, with weary wiiigy 

O'er 
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O'er Ottan's wave fctitrning, fixe eiploret 
Silurians flow'rjr vajes, her dd- delight. 
The ibqpheni't haunts, vhcre the firft fprtiigs arUe 
Of Britaia'a happF trade, now Ipreading wide, 
Wid» at th' Atlantic and Pacifiefeas, ^ 
Or as air*t vitai fluid o*er the gld)e. 
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